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God says, “Mark My Words.” 
June 18, 2017 | 2nd Sunday after Pentecost  
 
People generally trust their doctors, but would you go to a doctor who had a reputation for 
telling people only what they want to hear? What if they are just “white lies?” You could 
argue that he’s just trying to be positive, but the role of a doctor isn’t to make you feel one 
way or another. Its to inform you of the facts. So that by being completely honest, the 
patient can have the most accurate picture of their health. If its true in the medical field, its 
also true for pastors. Pastors are called to to share the facts of God’s Word. Today in our 
lesson from 1 Kings 22, we see two kings Ahab and Jehoshaphat who are consulting 
prophets as to whether or not they should go to war. Out of all the prophets only one is 
brave enough to speak the truth:  
 
1 Kings 22:10-28 
10 Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting on their 
thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria, with all the prophets 
prophesying before them. 11 Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made iron horns and he declared, 
“This is what the Lord says: ‘With these you will gore the Arameans until they are destroyed.’” 12 All 
the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and be victorious,” they 
said, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 13 The messenger who had gone to summon 
Micaiah said to him, “Look, the other prophets without exception are predicting success for the king. 
Let your word agree with theirs, and speak favorably.” 14 But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord 
lives, I can tell him only what the Lord tells me.” 15 When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, 
shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or not?” “Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for the 
Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 16 The king said to him, “How many times must I make you 
swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?” 17 Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all 
Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, and the Lord said, ‘These people have no 
master. Let each one go home in peace.’” 18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you 
that he never prophesies anything good about me, but only bad?” 19 Micaiah continued, “Therefore 
hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne with all the multitudes of heaven 
standing around him on his right and on his left. 20 And the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into 
attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?’ “One suggested this, and another that. 
21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 22 “‘By what 
means?’ the Lord asked. “‘I will go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he 
said. “‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.’ 23 “So now the Lord has put a 
deceiving spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The Lord has decreed disaster for you.” 
24 Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way did the spirit 
from the Lord go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked. 25 Micaiah replied, “You will find 
out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.” 26 The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and 
send him back to Amon the ruler of the city and to Joash the king’s son 27 and say, ‘This is what the 
king says: Put this fellow in prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.’” 
28 Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me.” Then he added, 
“Mark my words, all you people!” 
 
I. False teachers tell people what they want to hear   
My father always taught me, “you should tell the truth, even when it hurts.” This is a great 
principle to live by, but I found out some questions are incredibly difficult to give honest 
answers to. “Do these shoes go with this dress?” I can think of a half dozen wardrobe 
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questions like that that fathers, husbands, really most men just feel uncomfortable 
answering. Scripture teaches us that honesty is always the best policy whether its in 
relationships or especially when it comes to God’s Word. The Bible warns us that there will, 
unfortunately, be many pastors and teachers who prefer to take the easy way out—they 
will often tell people what they want to hear rather than what they need to hear. The Bible 
calls these people false teachers.  
 
How do we identify false teachers? Like the prophets of Baal who pretended to speak for 
the Lord, false teachers’ success depends on convincing Christians that they too are 
Christian. The first trick is to quote Scripture. Anyone can quote the Bible, but that doesn’t 
mean their teaching is Biblical. Preaching God’s Word is more than just quoting Bible 
passages, it means properly applying law and Gospel or as Paul says, “rightly dividing the 
Word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15). That brings us to their second trick to convince you they are 
Christians—they will seem to preach the gospel. Yes, their sermons will be filled with 
words like grace, faith, and Jesus and salvation—all to get your guard down. But you will 
always notice that the Gospel is never enough. They will say, “that’s just the beginning, 
here’s the secret to being a real Christian: you need to decide, you need to do something 
more, you need to prove you’re really a Christian, here’s this secret knowledge that other 
Christians don’t have…” Acts 4:12 tells us that Jesus is the “only name under heaven given 
unto men by which we must be saved.” 
 
Why do people follow false teachers? It is because lies have real power to bring people 
together. And in order for the lie to continue, it must not only silence voices to the contrary, 
but it must pressure others to join in. Look again at what Micaiah was told as he 
approached Ahab’s throne, “Look, the other prophets without exception are predicting 
success for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and speak favorably.” Perhaps the 
most predominant lie in our world today is that “sin doesn’t matter,” and with this lie 
especially its not enough to just remain silent, you must join the lie. An example of this 
today is the LGBT movement. It is not enough to silence opposing voices, wether its in the 
work place or at school, but you must join the lie—and it will threaten and bully until every 
man, woman, child, church, and pastor has joined their voices with theirs. 
 
II. So you are not deceived 
But all this teaching on false prophets isn’t so we can sit around and judge others, but as a 
warning for us. What about you? Will you continue to love the truth even when it hurts? 
Unfortunately, we can be quick to condemn others for following a lie, for not loving the 
truth, and yet forget that because of our sinful nature our ears itch for a a certain lie. Maybe 
its the lie “all is well.” We tell ourselves, “I’m safe as long as I don’t fall into one of those big 
sins out there.” Sometimes we live the lie that our surface righteousness can hide and make 
up for the other sins in my life. “As long as I’m a good spouse, a good employee, I attend 
church faithfully that will make up for the other sins in my life.”  
 
King Ahab lived his whole life by the lie that “all was well.” He consoled himself with the lie 
that he could get away with sin or he could hide and cover up his sin, and he refused to 
believe any message to the contrary. He lived a life of continually resisting God’s call to 
repent. He allowed his hate for the person, even a sarcastic man like Micaiah, to shut his 
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heart against the message. And as a result Ahab had shut his heart against God. And so we 
are given a glimpse of God’s judgment hall. After a life of continual rejection, the LORD 
solemnly declares that Ahab’s time of grace (his time to repent and trust in God’s 
forgiveness) had run out, and in order to lure Ahab willingly to his own death, God allows 
this lying spirit to enter the false prophets.  
 
Isn’t it shocking that God uses a lying spirit? We don’t know if this is an angel, a demon, or 
the devil himself that ultimately seduces Ahab to his death, but it probably makes us a little 
uncomfortable to see God using something evil. Understand however, the justice: Ahab had 
given his entire life over to this lie, he had killed innocent people, even God’s prophets, to 
maintain the illusion that all was well, so in His justice, God determines that the same lie 
will bring about Ahab’s violent end. Isn’t this true when we think about life in general? For 
example, someone who gives themselves over to the lie of a chemical substance, if that 
addiction remains unchecked, it can often lead to that person’s untimely demise. Well the 
same is true in a spiritual sense. If we consistently shut our hearts off to a teaching in God’s 
Word, whether its a teaching about sin, repentance, God’s grace that lie can lead to a 
person’s spiritual suicide. Giving ourselves over to a lie no matter how small can be faith 
destroying.  
 
Surgery will always be painful, but it can also save your life. Yes, sometimes the truth hurts. 
But the truth is Christ Jesus bore that hurt for us. Like Micaiah He fearlessly stood on trial, 
Jesus was struck in the face for speaking the plain simple truth. God’s justice demanded 
that the Lord of Truth would be put to death on the cross—that by His innocent death, 
Jesus would pay for our sins, forgive us for living and loving the lie. Every time we look at a 
cross, there hangs our proof that God “wants all men to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). Men like Ahab—even people like us— have had all 
our sins placed on Jesus.  
 
Even in the presence of 400 false prophets, God still proved true to His Word when He said, 
“I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and 
live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways!” (Ezekiel 33:11). In love, God allowed a faithful 
preacher to give one last witness to Ahab and all present there. God still provides preachers 
to this day, men who faithfully serve as spiritual physicians who expose sin for what it is, 
but more importantly point sinners to Jesus Christ, the one true Physician of the Soul—The 
one who die for sinners, and has given us the one true healing remedy: the forgiveness of 
sins. To Him be glory both now and forever, Amen. 


