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Colossians 1:13-20 
13 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 

Son he loves, 
14 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15 

The Son is the image of 

the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16 

For in him all things were created: things in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 

all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 

He is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. 
18 

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 

firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
19 

For God 

was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
20 

and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on 

the cross. 

 

“I am going to be the first one on the ground… and I am going to be the last one out. I am going 

to bring you all home.” Those were bold words spoken by Lt. Colonel Hal Moore to the first 

division of the 7
th

 Air Cavalry. A few days later, his men would be air lifted into the Ia Drang 

Valley for the first major engagement of the Vietnam War. His men would recall the battle as 

“three days of hell.” Surrounded by the enemy, outnumbered 10 to 1 and cut off from all help 

those men had the leader they needed to see them through it; a leader who would stay with them 

through the thick of it. That is exactly the leader we have, dear Christians. Jesus is first for us. 

Paul builds our confidence in our leader with these words from Colossians 1:13-20: Jesus is the 

first over creation, and He brings us safely into His kingdom.  

 

I. He is First over all creation 

Just who is Jesus anyway? Everyone has an opinion. If you were to poll a hundred random 

people you would get a variety of answers. Some would say Jesus is a made up story. Others will 

say he was a great teacher, a reincarnation of the Buddha, a prophet… nearly everyone has an 

opinion. But what are the facts? Paul had to walk the little community of Christians through a 

lesson on who Christ Jesus was—because just like today—they were surrounded by and being 

attacked by false teachers. These false teachers were guilty of trying to force God into a box. A 

box invented by human beings to explain away the mystery of the almighty eternal Triune God.  

 

We are surrounded today by people who still try to force God into a box. People will come 

knocking on your door talking about a “Jehova” god and they will smile and tell you, “Yes, we 

believe Jesus is the son of god” and they will point to this passage and say, “See, look, it says 

Jesus was the ‘firstborn of God’s creation,’ Jesus was created just like everything else.” Or 

people will come to you from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints—who are 

Mormons; they will tell you, “Yes, we believe in Jesus as our Savior,” but then they’ll say, 

Paul’s words here and say, “See, Jesus is an angel just like his brother Satan.” These are lies. 

People have distorted the image of God trying to fit him into their man-made boxes.  

 

Do we ever make a “box” for God and try to fit him in? Maybe we think of God as this distant 

impersonal being up in heaven, looking down on us like we would a bunch of ants. “God takes 

care of the big problems, but he’s not concerned with my day to day troubles.” Or maybe we 
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have a separate box for each person of the Trinity: the Father is in the “angry god” box, the Son 

is in the “loving god” box, and the Spirit is in the “with us” box. Or else, like most Americans, 

we suffer from the difficulty of trying to fit God’s perfect just anger over sin and God’s infinite 

love for the sinner into the same box—so we end up loosing God’s justice and are left with a god 

who is a “gentle giant” of love. Some grandfather-type figure in heaven who will overlook sin, 

who doesn’t care if our words and actions glorify him; a god who will just let everyone into 

heaven because he’s a nice guy. Well in each of these cases, we have destroyed God’s image—

we have made our God as shallow as the boxes we have tried to place Him in.  

 

Paul helps set us right. God’s image is most purely and completely expressed through Jesus 

Christ, so the Holy Spirit focuses our attention on the 2
nd

 person of the Trinity and three of the 

greatest mysteries Scripture teaches about Him: The first is that Jesus is the “firstborn over all 

creation.” Scripture teaches that from all eternity Jesus was the “Son of the Father.” Psalm 2:7 

records, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you.” Here, “Son” is not a title of inferiority, 

but a title expressing the relationship between the Father and Son from all eternity. And if there 

is any doubt, look at verse 16 and 17 again. Everything was created through Jesus! All things are 

held together through Jesus. He is true God: present everywhere, knows everything, holds all 

powers in his almighty hand.  

 

That was mystery number one. The second mystery is expressed in these words, “God was 

pleased to have all His fullness to dwell in Him.”  Paul is just wetting our appetites for Christmas 

here. This refers to the Son not just taking human form, but truly becoming a human being: The 

2
nd

 person of the Trinity becomes flesh and blood. True man, true God together in one earth 

shattering, mind-blowing combination. When Paul says, “all of God’s fullness dwells in Him” he 

is describing the human nature of Jesus—that as a human being He has “all authority in heaven 

and on earth.” He is all powerful, all knowing, and, yes, just as he promised, “Surely I am with 

you always,” He is present everywhere. Whether at home with us or here before the Lord’s altar 

when we hear the words “This is my body.” Just think about that: when you’re holding that little 

piece of bread in your hand, you are holding the 2
nd

 person of the Trinity!  

 

Mystery number three: God dies. God bleeds. God sheds His blood for us on a cross! The 

Creator dies for His creation! Most of us might have drawings from our kids and grandkids on 

our refrigerators at home—can you imagine if there was a house fire, risking your life to run in 

and save the drawings? This is the image of God that He wants to stick in our minds forever—

God on the cross. God’s perfect justice hammers His own Son to a wooden beam. God’s perfect 

love keeps Him hanging between heaven and earth—God dies for sinners. And what does Paul 

say? Not just for Christians, but the Father reconciled—made peace with—“ all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven.” Only the first, the head, the beginning of all creation could 

make true peace with God over all creation. Yes, all sins are forgiven through Jesus. All sins 

ever committed, by anyone who has ever lived, are forgiven. That means you are forgiven, that 

means you have peace with God through Jesus.  

 

II. To bring us into His Kingdom  

Everything Jesus has done is to be our leader in life and in death. I remember as a child looking 

wide-eyed across an old rope bridge stretching in front of a waterfall with a cliff on either side. 

Underneath, way below, I could see the river running. The bridge was so narrow only one person 
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could cross at a time, and the whole bridge would sway and swing as people would walk across. 

Afraid and without a leader, I just sat there starring at the bridge. On a daily basis, we face worse 

things than rickety old bridges. Paul tells us that we are in the kingdom of darkness; Satan and 

the World hate us and are out to destroy us completely. To make matters worse, our own sinful 

nature hates God; so there’s that sin we’ve always wrestled with. There are those days we can’t 

get out of bed because we feel so overwhelmed. Overwhelmed by the never-ending juggling act 

we call life. There’s that habit we cannot break. And time and time again, though we know 

better—we ignore that we know its wrong and plunge headlong into sin. Beaten down again and 

again, part of us just wants to give up.  

 

What a comfort then, when Paul tells us the Father “has rescued us out of the kingdom of 

darkness.” This rescuing is as good as done. The Father has in-grafted you into Christ, so 

completely that He calls you His own body. Paul tells us, “For all of you who have been baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Gal. 3:27). Baptism personally gives us the 

forgiveness of sins every day shattering sin’s hold on us. In this same letter to the Colossians 

Paul connects your baptism to finding to strength to “take off the old and put on the new.” 

Forgiveness whether it is found in the Word of God, the Lords supper, or Baptism strengthens 

God’s hold on you. The only way we are brought safely and remain in God’s kingdom is if He 

carries us there Himself.  

 

Maybe the bridge we have to cross is death. Jesus tells us, “Don’t worry, I’ve already crossed 

that bridge. See, I am the firstborn from the dead.” Jesus would never ask us to go somewhere 

were He hasn’t already gone. He would never have us walk somewhere He hasn’t already 

secured for us. That bridge is safe. Jesus has died. His soul went to heaven. His soul joined back 

with His body, He rose again. He is the Firstborn from the Dead. He will walk that bridge with 

us until everyone one of us is safely on the other side.  

 

“I am going to be the first one on the ground…  and I am going to be the last one out. I am going 

to bring you all home.” Our leader Jesus, speaks these same words to us. He is first for us! The 

firstborn over creation, the firstborn from the dead—and you can count on His promise that He 

stays with us through the thick of it. He will bring us all safely home. Amen.   

 


