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Exodus	12:21-30	
The	Then	Moses	summoned	all	the	elders	of	Israel	and	said	to	them,	“Go	at	once	and	select	the	
animals	for	your	families	and	slaughter	the	Passover	lamb.	22 Take	a	bunch	of	hyssop,	dip	it	
into	 the	 blood	 in	 the	 basin	 and	 put	 some	 of	 the	 blood	 on	 the	 top	 and	 on	 both	 sides	 of	 the	
doorframe.	None	of	 you	 shall	go	out	of	 the	door	of	 your	house	until	morning.	23 When	 the	
Lord	goes	through	the	land	to	strike	down	the	Egyptians,	he	will	see	the	blood	on	the	top	and	
sides	of	the	doorframe	and	will	pass	over	that	doorway,	and	he	will	not	permit	the	destroyer	to	
enter	your	houses	and	strike	you	down.	24 “Obey	these	instructions	as	a	lasting	ordinance	for	
you	 and	 your	 descendants.	 25 When	 you	 enter	 the	 land	 that	 the	 Lord	 will	 give	 you	 as	 he	
promised,	 observe	 this	 ceremony.	 26 And	 when	 your	 children	 ask	 you,	 ‘What	 does	 this	
ceremony	mean	to	you?’	27 then	tell	them,	‘It	is	the	Passover	sacriIice	to	the	Lord,	who	passed	
over	 the	 houses	 of	 the	 Israelites	 in	 Egypt	 and	 spared	 our	 homes	when	 he	 struck	 down	 the	
Egyptians.’”	Then	the	people	bowed	down	and	worshiped.	28 The	Israelites	did	just	what	the	
Lord	commanded	Moses	and	Aaron.	29 At	midnight	the	Lord	struck	down	all	the	Iirstborn	in	
Egypt,	 from	the	Iirstborn	of	Pharaoh,	who	sat	on	the	throne,	to	the	Iirstborn	of	the	prisoner,	
who	was	in	the	dungeon,	and	the	Iirstborn	of	all	the	livestock	as	well.	30 Pharaoh	and	all	his	
ofIicials	and	all	the	Egyptians	got	up	during	the	night,	and	there	was	loud	wailing	in	Egypt,	
for	there	was	not	a	house	without	someone	dead.	

What	do	you	do	to	keep	your	family	safe?	You	might	take	time	with	your	children	to	explain	
what	to	do	in	case	of	a	Jire:	stay	low	to	the	ground,	feel	the	door	handle	to	see	how	hot	it	is	
before	using	it,	get	out	as	quickly	as	possible.	Or	perhaps	you	make	sure	everyone	knows	
where	 to	go	or	what	 to	do	 if	 the	 tornado	siren	suddenly	sounds:	make	 for	 the	basement,	
stay	 away	 from	 the	 windows.	 Certain	 fathers	 may	 keep	 a	 Jirearm	 at	 home—a	 tool	 that	
children	and	adults	alike	need	to	be	taught	how	to	respect.	When	families	establish	ground	
rules,	these	aren’t	seen	as	rules	and	obligations	we’re	forced	to	comply	with,	but	rather	they	
are	guidelines	for	safety	that	are	meant	to	be	passed	down.	Tonight	on	Maundy	Thursday,	
we	take	special	time	out	of	our	year	to	review	God’s	instructions	about	the	Lord’s	Supper—
Jesus	as	our	Everlasting	Father	takes	our	protection	seriously;	His	blood	protects	us	both	
from	the	Father’s	wrath	and	from	ourselves.		

I.	From	God’s	Wrath	
God	publicly	announced	through	Moses	that	the	ninth	plague	would	be	the	worst.	He	would	
send	the	Destroyer,	or	the	angel	of	death	throughout	the	land.	Now	just	what	or	who	is	the	
Destroyer?	It	is	neither	God,	the	Angel	of	the	LORD,	nor	the	devil,	but	he	is	an	angel	under	
God’s	control.	At	certain	times	he	was	given	authority	to	execute	God’s	personal	judgement	
against	a	people.	Of	the	three	times	we	are	told	he	was	unleashed,	two	of	those	times	were	
against	the	nation	of	Israel	[once	while	they	were	in	the	desert,	the	other	time	under	King	
David’s	reign	of	Jerusalem	(see	2	Samuel	24:15-17)].	This	shows	us	that	God	is	impartial.	As	
a	just	God,	God	must	be	impartial	when	executing	judgement.	He	cannot	and	will	not	show	
favoritism.		
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We	see	this	especially	when	God	brought	the	plagues	against	Egypt:	The	Jirst	three	plagues
—the	 Nile	 turning	 to	 blood,	 the	 frogs,	 and	 the	 gnats—were	 brought	 against	 everyone,	
Egyptian	and	Israelite	alike.	However,	the	Jive	plagues	that	followed	were	not:	the	death	of	
the	 livestock,	 the	 plague	 of	 boils,	 the	 hail,	 locusts,	 and	 darkness.	 These	 only	 effected	 the	
Egyptians,	 and	 the	 Israelites	were	 spared.	 Is	 this	 God	 showing	 favoritism?	No—not	 if	 all	
eight	plagues	were	leading	up	to	one	Jinal	and	climactic	plague:	the	death	of	the	Jirstborn.	
By	Jirst	sparing	Israel	from	the	plagues	leading	up	to	the	ninth,	God	was	sending	a	message	
to	the	Egyptians:	“Watch	Israel	closely—do	as	they	do	and	you’ll	be	spared.”	

So	that	night,	the	angel	of	death	would	visit	every	house	and	claim	the	lives	of	the	Jirstborn	
with	 no	 exceptions.	 Even	 the	 livestock	 would	 suffer.	 In	 the	 end,	 there	 would	 not	 be	 a	
household	in	all	of	Egypt	without	someone	dead.	Yet,	as	a	merciful	God,	He	also	provided	a	
way	to	“hide”	from	His	wrath.	Anyone	who	took	a	year-old	lamb	without	blemish	or	defect	
and	marked	the	three	posts	of	their	door	way’s	with	its	blood	would	be	spared.	The	LORD	
would	not	let	the	Destroyer	enter	that	house.		

God	uses	 this	historic	event	 to	 teach	us	about	sin.	The	curse	of	 sin	 is	upon	all	 creation—
people	and	animals,	all	deserve	God’s	wrath	and	punishment,	but	as	a	loving	God,	He	must	
also	provide	a	way	to	escape	His	wrath.	It	is	therefore,	no	coincidence	that	Jesus	Christ,	the	
true	Passover	Lamb,	was	 sacriJiced	during	 the	 feast	of	 the	Passover.	Even	as	 the	angel	of	
death	was	satisJied	by	only	claiming	the	lives	of	the	Jirst	born—the	others	were	spared.	So	
God’s	wrath	against	sinners	was	satisJied	when	Jesus	Christ,	the	Firstborn	over	all	creation,	
offered	His	 life	 in	place	of	ours.	He	suffered	 the	most	 terrible	plague—the	punishment	of	
hell—in	order	to	protect	the	rest	of	His	family	in	the	household	of	faith.	Even	as	the	three	
beams	 of	 the	 door	 post	 were	 marked	 with	 the	 blood	 of	 the	 lamb,	 so	 Jesus	 painted	 the	
doorposts	 of	 the	 cross	 with	 His	 blood;	 that	 all	 who	 seek	 to	 	 enter	 eternal	 life	 by	 that	
doorway	are	safe	from	God’s	wrath.		

II.	From	Ourselves	
So	when	God	 commanded	 the	 Israelites,	 “None	 of	 you	 should	 go	 out	 of	 the	 door	 of	 your	
house,”	they	gladly	obeyed	because	they	realized	that	command	was	for	their	safekeeping	
and	protection.	Yet,	 in	1	Corinthians	10:10,	 the	Apostle	Paul	 reminds	us	 that	 those	 same	
Israelites	who	escaped	the	angel	of	death	that	night,	were	later	cut	down	in	the	wilderness	
by	 that	 same	destroying	 angel.	Why?	What	happened?	After	God	had	worked	His	mighty	
deliverance	and	brought	his	people	out	of	Egypt,	Numbers	16:41	shows	us	they	were	not	
content	to	obey	the	LORD	or	follow	Moses,	but	constantly	grumbled	and	complained.	They	
stepped	out	of	God’s	protection.	

Just	 as	 God	 had	 told	 the	 Israelites	 not	 to	 leave	 their	 houses,	 God	 gives	 us	 commands	 to	
protect	us.	Even	if	we	look	at	the	10	commandments—they	not	only	tell	us	what	is	sin,	and	
when	 we	 have	 sinned,	 but	 by	 willfully	 obeying	 them	 we	 live	 under	 God’s	 safety	 and	
protection.	Yet,	much	like	children	who	are	told	not	to	go	outside,	as	soon	as	we	hear	the	
command	we	instantly	start	wondering	what	 life	 is	 like	“outside	the	commandments.”	We	
might	obey,	but	at	the	same	time	we	grumble	and	complain	because	God	is	holding	us	back,	
He	 doesn’t	want	 us	 to	 have	 freedom:	 Don’t	mess	 around	 sexually	 before	marriage,	 don’t	
gossip	or	tell	lies,	don’t	covet,	don’t	disrespect	your	parents,	don’t	misuse	the	Lord’s	name,	
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don’t	 forget	 to	go	 to	 church,	don’t	put	other	 things	or	people	 Jirst.	God’s	 commandments	
build	a	protective	wall	 around	us;	 they	 inform	us	 that	when	we	 “transgress”	or	 cross	 the	
line,	we	 leave	God’s	protection.	Yes,	willful	 unrepentant	 sin	 is	walking	out	of	God’s	 grace	
and	protection.	We	are	roaming	the	streets	while	the	angel	of	death	is	on	the	prowl.		

This	is	also	true	for	the	Lord’s	Supper.	It	is	absolutely	a	blessing	God	wants	us	to	enjoy,	but	
God	gives	us	certain	commands	concerning	the	Lord’s	Supper	for	our	protection	so	that	we	
may	safely	partake	of	the	Sacrament.	For	instance,	we	must	not	eat	or	drink	in	an	unworthy	
manor.	We	must	recognize	that	we	are	sinners	who	have	transgressed	God’s	commands	and	
believe	 that	God	 forgives	 us	 through	 this	 sacrament.	We	 also	must	 discern	 the	Body	 and	
Blood	of	Christ;	we	are	 to	recognize	 that	 Jesus’	 true	Body	and	Blood	are	present	 in,	with,	
and	under	the	bread	and	wine—if	we	don’t	we	receive	not	a	blessing	but	a	curse.		

But	that’s	usually	where	we	stop.	Even	if	the	world	of	Christianity	wasn’t	as	fractured	as	it	is	
today,	 Paul	 still	 taught	 closed	 communion.	 In	 other	words,	 in	 communion	we	 are	 united	
with	Jesus	Christ	and	those	with	whom	we	partake	of	the	Sacrament:	“Because	there	is	one	
loaf,	we,	who	are	many,	are	one	body,	for	we	all	partake	of	the	one	loaf”	(1	Cor.	10:17).	As	
Jesus	is	Himself	the	truth	who	detests	all	the	lies	of	the	devil,	and	commands	us	to	confess	
the	truth,	even	when	we	partake	of	 the	sacrament	 for	 in	 it	we	“proclaim	the	Lord’s	death	
until	He	comes”	(1	Cor.	11:26),	how	then	is	it	a	little	thing	when	we	take	communion	with	
church	bodies	 that	do	not	 confess	 the	 truth?	Or	we	 show	support	of	 a	 false	 teacher	who	
could	 be	 very	 well	 destroying	 the	 faith	 of	 the	 Jlock	 Christ	 has	 given	 him	 or	 her—even	
communing	people	to	their	harm?	In	such	cases,	we	are	not	to	join	in	the	Holy	Sacrament	
with	 false	 teachers	 or	 church	 bodies	 we	 are	 not	 in	 fellowship	 with,	 for	 “anyone	 who	
welcomes	(a	false	teacher)	shares	in	their	wicked	work”	(2	John	1:11).	Therefore,	let	us	not	
grumble	and	complain	as	Israel	of	old,	but	humbly	accept	and	believe	that	this	command	is	
for	 our	 personal	 safekeeping	 and	 protection.	 More	 than	 that,	 let	 us	 see	 the	 wonderful	
blessings	that	God	intends	for	us	through	this	sacrament:	that	we	are	united	with	God	and	
with	our	household	of	faith	as	“one	loaf”	in	perfect	unity	of	doctrine	and	spirit.	That	here,	
we	 proclaim	 the	 truth	 and	 encourage	 one	 another	 in	 love	 when	 we	 join	 in	 this	 Holy	
Sacrament	together.		

As	Israel	of	Old	was	commanded	by	God	to	celebrate	the	Passover	every	year—so	we	are	
encouraged	to	take	the	Sacrament	of	the	Lord’s	Body	and	Blood	often.	Why?	Because	it	 is	
here,	with	His	own	blood	shed	for	you,	that	Jesus	Christ	says	these	beautiful	words:	“Given	
for	you.”	This	is	where	absolution	becomes	personal,	God	comes	to	you,	washes	away	your	
sins,	marks	you	with	the	pledge	and	promise	of	salvation.	Even	as	the	LORD	Himself	stood	
between	the	angel	of	Death	and	the	houses	that	bore	His	mark,	so	now	He	takes	your	side,	
as	His	redeemed	forgiven	child,	Jesus	Christ	becomes	your	personal	defender	and	protector.	
Neither	 sin,	 nor	 the	 devil	 can	 harm	 you.	 Psalm	 34:7	 tells	 us,	 “The	 Angel	 of	 the	 LORD	
encamps	around	those	who	fear	Him,	and	He	delivers	them.	Taste	and	see	that	the	LORD	is	
good;	 blessed	 is	 the	 one	who	 takes	 refuge	 in	Him.”	 Even	 as	 the	 children	 of	 the	 Israelites	
slept	safe	and	sound	in	their	beds,	protected	under	the	blood	of	the	lamb,	while	the	angel	of	
death	past	harmlessly	over	their	heads,	so	Christ,	the	Angel	of	the	LORD,	encamps	around	
and	protects	those	who	taste	and	see.	Amen.	
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