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Mark	1:21-28	
They	went	 to	 Capernaum,	 and	when	 the	 Sabbath	 came,	 Jesus	went	 into	 the	 synagogue	and	
began	to	teach.	22	The	people	were	amazed	at	his	teaching,	because	he	taught	them	as	one	
who	had	authority,	not	as	the	teachers	of	the	law.	23	Just	then	a	man	in	their	synagogue	who	
was	possessed	by	an	impure	spirit	cried	out,	24	“What	do	you	want	with	us,	Jesus	of	Nazareth?	
Have	you	come	to	destroy	us?	I	know	who	you	are—the	Holy	One	of	God!”	25	“Be	quiet!”	said	
Jesus	sternly.	“Come	out	of	him!”	26	The	impure	spirit	shook	the	man	violently	and	came	out	of	
him	with	a	shriek.	27	The	people	were	all	so	amazed	that	they	asked	each	other,	“What	is	this?	
A	 new	 teaching—and	with	 authority!	He	 even	gives	 orders	 to	 impure	 spirits	 and	 they	 obey	
him.”	28	News	about	him	spread	quickly	over	the	whole	region	of	Galilee.	

“Indeed	the	safest	road	to	Hell	is	the	gradual	one—the	gentle	slope,	soft	underfoot,	without	
sudden	turnings,	without	milestones,	without	signposts.”	Such	is	the	advice	of	Screwtape	to	
his	 nephew,	 Wormwood—two	 Pictional	 characters	 in	 C.S.	 Lewis’s	 book	 the	 Screwtape	
Letters.	In	it,	a	senior	demon	gives	advice	to	Wormwood	on	how	to	lead	his	“patient”	to	hell.		
Though	 the	book	 is	written	as	 Piction,	C.S.	Lewis	was	addressing	 the	need	of	 the	civilized	
Christian	world	 to	 understand	 that	 Satan	 and	 his	 legions	 are	 a	 real	 personal	 enemy	 and	
threat	to	the	Christian—they	are	not	 just	a	primitive	explanation	for	the	existence	of	evil.	
Today,	 the	 Gospel	writer	Mark	makes	 a	 point	 of	 Jesus’	 very	 Pirst	miracle	 in	 his	 Gospel	 a	
confrontation	with	an	“unclean	spirit.”	When	we	look	at	these	words,	we	see	that	indeed	the	
devil	and	his	minions	are	real,	but	more	importantly,	Jesus	has	authority	over	them.				

I.	He	exercised	His	authority	back	then	
So,	just	what	is	an	“unclean	spirit?”	Sometimes	we	refer	to	these	spirits	as	demons,	and	in	
pop-culture	they	are	often	pictured	as	a	red	man	with	pointy	horns,	bat	wings,	hooves,	and	
a	pointy	tail.	The	Bible	never	gives	a	description	of	what	the	devil	or	any	demon	looks	like,	
but	 it	does	tell	us	exactly	what	 they	are.	 In	Revelation	12:7-9	we	are	given	a	glimpse	of	a	
celestial	battle	 in	heaven	that	began	when	the	Devil	 Pirst	rebelled	against	God,	“And	there	
was	war	in	heaven.	Michael	and	his	angels	fought	against	the	dragon,	and	the	dragon	and	
his	angels	fought	back.	But	he	was	not	strong	enough,	and	they	lost	their	place	in	heaven.	
The	 great	dragon	was	hurled	down—that	 ancient	 serpent	 called	 the	devil,	 or	 Satan,	who	
leads	the	whole	world	astray.	He	was	hurled	to	the	earth,	and	his	angels	with	him.”	What	is	
the	devil?	What	are	demons?	They	are	angels.	Ministering	spirits	who	rebelled	against	God	
and	fell	from	glory	and	banished	to	the	earth.		

And	what	is	their	purpose?	We	usually	think	of	the	“devil	on	the	shoulder,”	tempting	us	to	
sin,	but	that	isn’t	the	real	purpose	(more	on	that	in	a	bit);	their	real	purpose	is	much	more	
sinister—they	 lead	 the	whole	world	astray.	They	want	 to	deceive	all	 creation	 into	 joining	
their	 rebellion	 against	 God.	When	 Adam	 and	 Eve	 sinned	 in	 the	 garden	 of	 Eden,	 they	 in	
essence	 allied	 themselves	 and	 all	 people	 under	 the	 Devil’s	 cause.	We	 are	 born	 naturally	
inclined	to	the	Devil’s	rebellion—not	with	a	devil	on	our	shoulder,	but	with	a	devil	sitting	
on	the	throne	in	our	heart	intended	for	God.		
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The	scene	in	the	synagogue	in	Capernaum	depicts	in	short	the	cosmic	tension	between	God	
and	the	devil…	God	as	creator	by	right	owns	all	creation	and	all	people,	yet	the	Devil	and	his	
unclean	spirits	have	forcibly	taken	possession	over	that	which	is	Gods.	But	 if	 the	Devil	by	
nature	already	owns	and	controls	all	people,	why	did	this	unclean	spirit	take	possession	of	
this	man	 in	 the	Synagogue?	The	answer	 is	 that	 they	were	afraid.	Like	a	bank	robber	who	
takes	a	hostage	in	a	desperate	attempt	to	maintain	control	of	a	situation,	so	too	when	Jesus,	
God’s	Son,	comes	physically	to	the	earth—Satan’s	domain—the	powers	of	darkness	sensed	
they	were	losing	control	of	the	situation.	Men	like	this	man	were	taken	as	hostages	in	order	
to	 prevent	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 from	 advancing.	 You	 see	 the	 fear	 and	 uncertainty	 in	 the	
demon’s	shout,	“What	do	you	want	with	us,	Jesus	of	Nazareth?”	

The	 truth	 is,	 they	 had	 no	 idea	 what	 to	 expect	 from	 Jesus.	 1	 John	 3:8	 tells	 us,	 “For	 this	
purpose	the	Son	of	God	was	manifested	(made	Plesh),	 that	He	might	destroy	the	works	of	
the	 devil”	 (NKJV).	 But	 how	would	 God’s	 champion	 destroy	 the	works	 of	 the	 devil?	 Jesus	
offered	 a	 hostage	 exchange—“I’ll	 trade;	 myself	 for	 all	 of	 them.”	 C.S.	 Lewis	 depicted	 this	
exchange	in	the	Chronicles	of	Narnia	when	the	great	Lion	Aslan	offers	himself	in	the	place	
of	the	traitor,	Edmund.	In	the	same	way,	Jesus	offered	himself	in	our	place.	“Do	to	me	what	
you	will…	just	 let	them	go.”	And	so	in	the	passion	of	our	Lord	we	witness	not	 just	human	
anger,	 but	 a	 cosmic	 hatred	 that	 absolutely	 possessed	 the	 hearts	 of	 the	 chief	 priests	 and	
teachers	of	the	law…	Jesus	was	brutally	beaten,	Plogged,	humiliated,	no	ordinary	execution	
would	do,	only	the	worst	and	most	shameful:	cruciPixion.	Yet,	blinded	by	hate,	the	devil	lost	
his	grip	on	humanity	by	seizing	Jesus.	They	had	no	idea	that	by	killing	Jesus,	they	plaid	right	
into	God’s	hand	for	destroying	their	power	over	creation.	When	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead,	
He	 sealed	 their	 fate	 and	 chained	 the	 Devil	 and	 his	 angels	 in	 darkness	 “bound	 with	
everlasting	chains	for	Judgement	Day”	(Jude	1:6).		

II.	He	wields	His	authority	today			
So	if	the	Devil	and	his	unclean	spirits	are	chained	up	today,	how	can	they	be	any	threat	to	
us?	My	 conPirmation	 Pastor	 taught	 us,	 “a	 dog	 on	 a	 chain	 is	 still	 dangerous…	 if	 you	 step	
within	 reach.”	 Today,	 the	Devil	whispers	 from	 that	 gloomy	dungeon,	 “step	 a	 little	 closer.”	
And	how	does	he	convince	us	to	do	this?	Compromise.	You,	see,	we	always	think	the	Devil	is	
about	getting	us	to	sin…	but	the	real	issue	isn’t	that	temptation,	but	the	next	20	temptations	
that	have	just	become	a	little	easier	because	the	enemy	gained	ground.	Child	pornography	
is	considered	a	universal	evil,	but	how	do	people	get	there?	One	compromise	slowly	leads	
to	 another.	 We	 tell	 ourselves,	 it	 won’t	 hurt	 me	 to	 watch	 this	 video,	 pornography	 is	 a	
victimless	crime;	it	will	just	be	this	once.	When	we	hear	about	another	school	shooting,	we	
marvel	at	how	a	15	year-old-boy	could	bring	a	loaded	gun	to	school	and	unload	on	all	his	
friends—that	must	be	Satan’s	doing!	But	how	many	“innocent”	moments	led	up	to	that?	We	
smile	and	say	“that’s	cute”	when	a	kid	throws	a	temper	tantrum,	when	they	refuse	to	listen	
to	authority…	where	does	that	lead?	Or	all	the	“innocent”	movies	and	games	we	let	children	
watch	 and	 play.	 Horror	 movies	 that	 make	 light	 of	 and	 glorify	 killing	 people,	 or	 even	
innocent	child	games:	Charlie	Charlie	Pencil.	1	John	8	tells	us,	“The	one	who	does	what	is	
sinful	 is	 of	 the	 devil,	 because	 the	 devil	 has	 been	 sinning	 from	 the	 beginning.”	When	we	
willingly	sin,	we	play	directly	into	the	devil’s	hands	and	give	ourselves	over	to	him.		
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So	violence,	and	murder,	pornography…	all	these	things	are	clearly	from	the	devil.	But	there	
is	something	much	more	subtle	that	happened	in	the	Synagogue	that	day.	Did	you	wonder	
why	when	the	demon	tells	everyone,	“You	are	the	Holy	One	of	God,”	that	Jesus	ordered	to	to	
be	silent?	Why?	Because	that	was	only	a	half-truth,	and	a	half-truth	is	still	a	lie.	Jesus	didn’t	
come	 to	be	 the	 “Holy	One	of	God,”	 but	 our	 Savior.	And	even	 this	was	 a	 subtle	 attempt	 to	
mislead	 people.	 The	 Bible	 warns	 us	 that	 every	 false	 teaching	 is	 really	 “the	 doctrine	 of	
demons”	(1	Tim.	4:1).		

Perhaps	the	most	dangerous	doctrine	of	demons	at	work	in	Christianity	today	is	the	lie	that,	
“Christians	all	worship	the	same	God,	so	there	isn’t	any	essential	difference.”	By	embracing	
this	 lie,	 Christian	 churches	 are	 encouraged	 to	 drop	 all	 the	 “controversial”	 teachings	 that	
might	provoke	disagreements.	Is	it	enough	to	just	“believe	in	God”?	The	answer	is	no.	James	
says	sarcastically	in	2:19,	“You	believe	that	there	is	one	God.	Good!	Even	the	demons	believe	
that—and	shudder.”	James’	point	is	this:	If	demons	shudder	at	the	thought	of	the	almighty	
God,	 shouldn’t	we	pay	attention	 to	what	God	has	 to	say?	Of	 course!	What	do	 the	demons	
have	 to	 gain	 by	 convincing	 Christianity	 that	 “all	 the	 little	 teachings”	 in	 the	 Bible	 don’t	
matter?	The	answer,	again	comes	down	to	what	are	they	afraid	of:	Jesus’	teaching!		

Notice,	 twice	 in	 our	 verses	 today	 how	 the	 people	 of	 Capernaum	 are	 in	 awe	 of	 Jesus’	
teachings—they	 all	 have	 authority.	 Authority	 over	 the	 invented	 doctrines	 of	 men	 and	
especially	authority	over	 the	demons.	Every	 teaching	 in	 the	Word	of	God,	no	matter	how	
insigniPicant	 it	might	be	 to	us,	has	 the	authority	 to	break	the	devil’s	hold	on	hearts.	 Jesus	
advances	his	kingdom	today	 through	you	and	me	 faithfully	holding	onto	and	proclaiming	
the	 true	Word	 of	 God.	 These	 teachings	 shatter	 the	 lies	 of	 the	 devil.	 Jesus	 proclaims	 the	
forgiveness	of	sins:	a	sin	no	matter	how	great,	committed	no	matter	how	many	times	is	fully	
and	freely	forgiven	by	Jesus.	Think	of	the	comfort	for	a	person	who—life	decision	after	life	
decision	 that	 goes	 terribly	wrong	 hears,	 “You	 didn’t	 chose	me,	 but	 I	 chose	 you.”	 Parent’s	
grieving	over	the	loss	of	child	may	rest	in	comfort	that	faith	isn’t	a	decision,	but	is	worked	
by	the	Holy	Spirit	through	Baptism	and	the	Word….	these	are	precious	not	because	they’re	
dogmatic	 formulas	 we	 discuss	 in	 Bible	 study,	 but	 because	 they	 have	 the	 power	 and	
authority	to	wrestle	souls	out	of	Satan’s	inPluence	into	the	kingdom	of	God.		

So	 is	 the	 devil	 real?	 Absolutely!	 And	 demons	 are	 real.	 But	 do	 we	 need	 to	 fear	 them?	
Absolutely	not—Today,	Jesus	demonstrates	his	authority	over	them.	As	we	see	their	fear	of	
our	Savior,	should	we	not	cling	to	Him	all	the	more?		

Though	devils	all	 the	world	should	 Uill,	all	eager	 to	devour	us,	we	tremble	not	we	 fear	no	 ill	
they	shall	not	overpower	us.	This	world’s	prince	may	still,	scowl	Uierce	as	he	will.	He	can	harm	
us	none.	He’s	judged,	the	deed	is	done.	One	little	word	can	fell	him.	-	A	Mighty	Fortress	is	our	
God,	vs.	3
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