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Luke 24:13-35 
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 
16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as 
you walk along?” They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 
“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in 
these days?” 19 “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, 
powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed 
him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In 
addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find 
his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then 
some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
Jesus.” 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
himself. 28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave 
thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, 
and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up and returned 
at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and 
saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had 
happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

 
A man was once troubled by a dream: He dreamt he was walking along a beach with the 
Lord, and as he walked the scenes of his life flashed before his eyes. When he reached the 
end of his journey, he looked back and realized that for all the saddest moments in his life, 
there was only one set of footprints. “Lord,” he asked, “Why was it that when I needed you 
most you left me?” What did God say back to him? “Those were the moments I carried you.” 
Footprints in the Sand is a touching poem. It strikes most people because it touches on one 
of our deepest fears: being alone. Today, the Gospel writer Luke shares a story of two men 
who thought they were alone—but Jesus would come to them personally. Today we claim 
the words of these two disciples: “Are not our hearts burning within us?”  
 
I. We walk together in Fellowship 
Today, we are celebrating a special Sunday where we recognize our new members and 
officially welcome them into our church family as new members. But what does it even 
mean to be a member at a church? I am a member of a hundred different clubs: I have Cub 
rewards card I swipe at the gas station for 10 cents off a gallon. I am a member of Amazon 
Prime so I get free shipping. I can even be a member at Costco—which means I get to spend 
my money there! But Church membership is different. It is different because here we have 
something called fellowship. And by fellowship, I am not referring to coffee and snacks 
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after church. Instead, I am referring to our our spiritual walk with Christ. Fellowship means 
as members of both Redeeming Grace Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod, we are all walking together in the same direction—toward heaven, with the same 
Lord—Jesus Christ, in perfect doctrinal unity. We all believe the same. 
 
But isn’t it kind of idealistic and detached to say everyone of us believes the same? We live 
in a individualized world: “I believe what I want to believe and its no one’s business but my 
own.” Just look at all the clashing opinions on Facebook. Because personal belief isn’t 
considered any different than personal political opinions, churches are more and more are 
trying to hide what they believe as if to say “It doesn’t matter. We all love Jesus right?” 
Believing the same does matter, Jesus says, “If you hold to my teachings then you are really 
my disciples, then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32).  
 
The two disciples we met today were blind to the truth. They were blind because they 
isolated themselves away from other believers, and away from the clear teachings of God’s 
Holy Word. They were alone. walking home from Jerusalem with their heads hanging low—
confused and disappointed because they had lost hope. They didn’t believe the clear 
shining witness of the women that Christ had risen from the dead. Even though the Truth 
was walking right beside them, they were blinded by their own misguided delusions and 
personal opinions of what the Savior should have been. Yet Jesus full of love and patience 
took time to seek out these two mislead disciples and gently bring them back into the fold.  
 
Isn’t it interesting though that Jesus hid himself from them? He didn’t want them to know it 
was Him. Why? So they could remain focused on His Word; so their faith would in the 
Word. Jesus opens their eyes first to Holy Scripture—He demonstrated to them how 
everything in the Old Testament points directly to Jesus; to His saving work for us. That He 
would die on the cross, rise from the dead, and win forgiveness for us. Just as Jesus prays, 
“Sanctify (purify, make them holy) by the truth. Your Word is Truth” (John 17:17). The 
central Truth that purifies God’s Church is salvation by grace through faith alone in Jesus. 
True Christian fellowship results when this central teaching is the beating heart of the 
church.  
 
You see, we have true Christian fellowship today with one another, not because we all hold 
the same opinions, but because we all agree to put ourselves under the same teacher Jesus 
Christ. We walk together in our spiritual journey because we all agree that the only source 
and authority is the Word of God. That means we set our mere human opinions aside, we 
abolish our pride, and we open our ears and heart to God’s Word. When we allow God’s 
Word to have the final say, God’s Word to direct our teaching and practice, when we look to 
Christ alone—not a man, not even a pastor, but only Jesus—as our Good Shepherd, then we 
have it. We are walking together with Christ. The harmony we have in our personal beliefs 
follows from submitting to His Word.  
 
II. Christ abides with us 
In the ancient world, the purest way of expressing harmony and friendship, was found in 
sharing a meal together. So in genuine hospitality, the two disciples that day invited Jesus 
into their home, “Abide (stay) with us for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” 
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This simple, yet wonderful prayer has inspired many hymn writers: “Abide with me, fast 
falls the even-tide, the darkness deepens Lord with me abide. When other helpers fail and 
comforts flee, help of the helpless, oh, abide with me!” (CW 588, vs. 1).   
 
This hymn beautifully expresses our fear of being alone—alone in darkness. What is the 
darkness, the even-tide which threatens our life? Is it the darkness of life’s troubles. There 
are hard situations, decisions, and sometimes there isn’t a clear answer. What’s the right 
way to go? Is it the darkness of sin? Temptation looms on the horizon, and you know the 
devil will try the same attacks again and again—sometimes we fear facing that testing 
alone. Or is it just the darkness of coming back to an empty house? The lights are off, no one 
else is home. I am alone.  
 
You might have noticed how Jesus acted as if He was going to keep going that night. We 
shouldn’t see this as Jesus being deceptive, but as Jesus being polite—not wanting to 
intrude or to budge in He humbly provides an “out” for them. But that also gives us a 
wonderful insight to Jesus’ heart: He really wanted to go into their home with them that 
evening. He was hoping, waiting, yearning for that invitation: “Abide with us for it is toward 
evening.” We shouldn’t think He feels any differently toward us. He yearns to be with you 
personally, as your dear friend. He yearns for and craves that fellowship with you! Just 
think of the table prayer we often say: “Come Lord Jesus, be our guest.” We are asking Jesus 
to abide with us personally.  
 
As true God, Jesus is present everywhere throughout all creation. Yet, as children of God, 
redeemed and forgiven by Christ, the Bible promises a special blessing unique to us: the 
comforting physical presence of Jesus Christ throughout your life. We find the assurance of 
this union with Christ in His promises: John 14:23 says, “If anyone loves me, he will obey 
my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 
him.” He will not leave us to face the dark night alone.  
 
The promise of Jesus’ mystical union with His saints is especially connected to the Lord’s 
Supper: Jesus did something special for those men that night. He could have revealed 
Himself to them all along, but He waited until the moment He broke the bread. In that 
single act, Jesus was calling their minds to the Lord’s Supper, the place where not only 
those disciples, but all of God’s family get to meet Him face to face. The Lord’s Supper is the 
culmination of Christ’s yearning to be with His people—He comes to you in the most 
wonderful of ways: in, with, and under the bread and wine to unite himself with us. To 
abide with us.  
 
Therefore let us pray: Come, Jesus, be our guest. Be our guest, not just at our table, but in 
our hearts. Chase away the shadows of the night with your comforting love. As you yearn 
for me, Lord Jesus, may I ever yearn for you. Set my heart on fire with a burning  love for 
my Savior, Jesus. Amen. 


