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We are Children of the Resurrection 

November 13, 2016 | 3
rd

 Sunday of End Times 

 

Luke 20:27-38  
27 

Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 
28 

“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but 

no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 
29 

Now there 

were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 
30 

The second 
31 

and then 

the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 
32 

Finally, the 

woman died too. 
33 

Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were 

married to her?” 
34 

Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 
35 

But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection 

from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
36 

and they can no longer die; for 

they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 
37 

But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the 

Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 
38 

He is not the God of 

the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 

 

What will tomorrow be like? Many people were wondering that last Tuesday—who will be the 

next president of the United States? Or maybe you can think back to the evening before your 

wedding; weren’t you filled with mixed feelings—both excited and a little nervous? Maybe 

that’s how you felt for your first child. Sometimes looking forward into the unknown can make 

us a little nervous, especially when we think about eternal life. But Jesus speaks to us today to 

assure us that we are children of the resurrection. Our comfort is knowing that we have a God of 

the living, who prepares us for the age to come.  

 

I. We have a God of the Living 

This morning I want to take you back to a memory—for some it might have been a traumatic 

memory—but I want to take you back to your science class in school. Do you remember the first 

time your science teacher came out and set a dead frog in front of you and said, “Ok, now we’re 

going to dissect this…” And while you’re working with this cold stiff animal at some point it hit 

you: this frog used to be alive. Death is real. You can see it, touch it, feel its effects in your life. 

That is a real hole in the ground, with a real coffin being lowered into it, and a real body—cold, 

stiff, and lifeless—being slowly lowered into the earth. Only a fool would say otherwise.  

 

The Sadducees were not fools. They knew death was real, but instead they denied a resurrection 

of the dead. They were a prominent group of religious leaders who taught nothing spiritual 

existed at all! No heaven, no soul, no eternal life; they didn’t even believe in the existence of 

angels! Can you imagine having pastors like that? How could spiritual leaders get this way? 

Well, they had seen death, touched death, felt death—from their experience death was 

permanent. They had never seen an angel, never seen someone come back to life, never seen 

heaven—so how can it all be real? It’s just a myth!  And of course, along comes Jesus. A prophet 

who calls heaven “My Father’s House with many mansions” and when you die, angels will carry 

your soul safely to that place. To make matters worse—then he starts raising the dead! In their 

minds, he had to be gotten rid of. Not only would they try to outwit Jesus here, but a few days 
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later; these Sadducees would authorize His arrest, try Jesus illegally, and hand him over to be 

crucified.  

 

But their worldview isn’t so far out of reach is it? On paper, we would emphatically disagree 

with these Sadducees, but in reality we live everyday life as if the God of the Bible, as if the 

soul, heaven, and even angels are all just myths: fairy tales to comfort the dying. We live day to 

day without thinking that we have an immortal soul, that this life, this world that we can see and 

touch so completely consumes our reality that we go entire weeks maybe even months were 

completely ignore or even deny that there is another world around us that we cannot see, touch, 

or feel—but is very real. And it takes the near miss accident on the freeway to wake us up. It 

takes a close encounter or a near miss with death before we will finally piously admit: “God’s 

angels were looking out for me today.” But by the next day, we are right back to living the way 

we used to. 

 

Jesus takes skeptics like us to Exodus chapter three when Moses meets God personally in a 

burning bush. Moses took careful attention to describe that “though the bush was on fire, it did 

not burn up” (Exodus 3:2). Here, for the first time in the history, God reveals His personal name 

to Moses as “I AM.” God uses the simplest linguistic expression of life to describe Himself! As 

Jesus explains, “I AM” is the God of the living, not the dead. And “in Him all are alive.” So God 

tells Moses, “I AM the God of your father, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” God lists 

these people as though they were alive and well—and the are!  

 

But there is more. Jesus claims the name of the living God, I AM, for Himself. He says, “I AM 

the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” “I AM the Living Water.” “I AM the Bread of Life.” “I AM 

the Resurrection and the Life.” And He proved it! He proved that He is the source of life when 

that hungry whole in the earth that has devoured so many of our loved ones had to spit Jesus out! 

All who believe in Jesus have eternal life because they are IN Him. Jesus says, “whoever 

believes in me shall live even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me will never 

die” (John 11:25b-26a). You are in Christ because the Holy Spirit has worked faith in your heart; 

Your eternal life began the moment the Holy Spirit brought you to life; that was when I AM 

became your God. You, your loved ones who have gone before and even Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 

and Moses are all alive in the same God forever.  If God can keep a bush alive, surrounded by 

His presence, how much more are those who have “died in the Lord” (Rev. 14:13) still alive and 

blessed in Him?  

 

II. Who prepares us for the Age to Come 

So far, however, we have only discussed one resurrection from the dead. The resurrection 

worked by the Holy Spirit from the death of unbelief into eternal life in Christ. The Bible teaches 

that there will be two resurrections from the dead: One a spiritual rising, the other a physical 

rising up from the grave. The Sadducees, of course, denied both and hoped to make a show of 

how absurd a physical rising from the grave to eternal life would be by asking how God would 

honor marriage after the physical resurrection.  

 

But hidden behind the question they asked Jesus that day, was the same fear each of us have 

about eternal life in heaven: the fear of the unknown. The fear of letting go of the familiar on the 

promise that it will be better on the other side. Haven’t we each wondered before how will we 



 

3 

know our spouse or spouses in heaven? Haven’t we wondered how the one thing that really 

makes us feel whole, loved, needed, fulfilled be missing from heaven?  

 

Jesus shows us that even marriage, as wonderful of a blessing as it is meant to be, is meant only 

for this age. Marriage serves now as a source of comfort and security in a fallen broken world—

it ensures provision, care, faithfulness between husband and wife and especially care for their 

children. But sin has certainly left its ugly mark on marriage, hasn’t it? And we carry those scars 

in our lives. Everything in this age has been marred and broken by sin not only marriage, but 

even our own bodies are subject to age and decay while we’re still alive! That’s why everything 

in this age will be destroyed on the last day.  

 

But there is one thing that will survive from this age to be carried into the age to come: You. You 

are worthy of the resurrection. Not because of anything you’ve done, but because Jesus has 

purchased all of you, both body and soul, for Himself. Just think about that; the bodies that we 

are so often ashamed of, bodies we might despise every time we look in the mirror, God loves 

and cherishes. And long after our bodies have been turned to dust and ashes, God will take what 

“was sown in dishonor” and raise it up in glory (1 Cor. 15:43).   

 

Jesus gives us a little glimpse into the future: He lifts the veil to show us exactly what we will be 

like after our bodily resurrection.  Jesus says we will be “sons of God.” A title used exclusively 

for Adam and Jesus. Each had bodies personally formed by God; bodies without sin. Just 

imagine always being satisfied and content when you look in the mirror! Jesus says we will be 

like the angles. Not in the sense that we will have halos, wings, and play a harp, but like angels 

in the sense that every need will be so perfectly satisfied—we will no longer feel the effects of 

sin and death, even marriage won’t have a place because you will feel so complete, so whole, so 

content being in the presence of the Living God.  And He will wipe every tear from our eye 

(Rev. 21:4). Amen.  

 

  

 


