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Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 
2 
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
3 

He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was 

short he could not see over the crowd. 
4 

So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see 

him, since Jesus was coming that way. 
5 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 

him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 
6 

So he came down 

at once and welcomed him gladly. 
7 
All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to 

be the guest of a sinner.” 
8 

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 

now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I 

will pay back four times the amount.” 
9 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 
10 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to 

save the lost.” 

 

A History teach once explained, “those who do not study history are doomed to repeat it.” If we 

chose to live life unaware of the mistakes of the past, then we will simple repeat the same 

mistakes over and over… Reformation Sunday, is very much about the past. We look at where 

we have come from as the Lutheran Church to ensure a safe future. This is not a pep-rally around 

Martin Luther—the founder of the Lutheranism. It also is not a celebration of Lutheranism, or 

progress, or change. This Sunday is a stern reminder of how easily the true Gospel can be lost; 

yes, grace alone, faith alone, scripture alone are all very important, but without Christ alone, they 

are meaningless. Today we celebrate the 4
th

 “sola”: Salvation comes through Christ alone. In 

order to preserve this saving truth from generation to generation we fight to keep Christ in view, 

and to keep Him in our homes.   

 

I. When Christ is kept in view  

Jesus had quite a reputation at this time. He was known as a great teacher, as a miracle worker—

someone who could even raise the dead to life! The people were more excited then ever that this 

famous man had come to their city; crowds pressed around him hoping to see one more miracle. 

But unfortunately Zacchaeus couldn’t see. We are told he was a shorter man; the average height 

of a Palestinian male in Jesus day was about 5’1” so Zacchaeus could have easily been a head 

shorter than that. But most importantly, Zacchaeus wanted to see who Jesus was.  

 

Whether he knew it or not, Zacchaeus was fighting the same battle Martin Luther would almost 

1,500 years later. Martin Luther lived in a time and place where Jesus was completely hidden 

from view through the corrupted teachings of the church. It was a church that taught that God’s 

grace was a giant gumball machine—that every time you did something good you put in a 

quarter to “earn grace.” And so your entire life would be spent collecting a vast sum of spiritual 

gumballs—but you never knew how many you needed to get into heaven. So people were taught 

every time they bought a piece of paper called an indulgence, every time they watched the 

Lord’s Supper, whenever they paid to kiss a dead saint’s skull… that was putting a quarter in the 

machine. If you didn’t earn enough in life, you would have to work after death for thousands of 

years to get enough “grace” to get into heaven.  The real Jesus was hidden behind a crowd of 

false teachings. 
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What hides Jesus today? Yes there are false teachings out in the world that crowd the real Jesus 

out of view, and we could easily spend this morning talking about those. But the true lesson of 

Reformation is to examine our own beloved church bodies—yes we may have, teach, and use the 

Word of God, but “if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you do not fall”  (1 Cor. 

10:12). This is our sin dear Christians, we become bored with the Gospel. Do you ever catch 

yourself thinking, “I’ve heard the Gospel before—I know what Jesus has done for me—tell me 

something new.” Sometimes we imagine Christianity, or our life as Christians as a road, and the 

first stop on that long journey is at the Cross. Here Jesus takes away your baggage of sin and 

you’re free to journey on down the rest of that road, but the farther down that road we travel the 

more and more Christ is hidden from view. How can the Christian ever travel “beyond” the very 

source and fountain of life and still call themselves a Christian? How can you look at the 

crowning act of God’s work through Jesus Christ and say, “I’m bored?” We have hidden the real 

Jesus behind the crowd of the selfish human desire for entertainment and self-improvement.   

 

Paul once said, “For I resolved to know nothing… except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 

Corinthians 2:2). The Christian faith is not a road, but a well. Once you find that water of life 

you don’t move on, but spend your life going deeper and deeper—and still never find the 

bottom! Zecchaeus had an intense yearning for Jesus; a compulsion by the Holy Spirit that was 

so strong, it drove him to climb a tree just so he could look on his Savior. And who was the 

Savior he saw? The One who came to seek and to save the lost. Sinners like Zecchaeus, sinners 

like you and me. In fact Jesus’ passion is bookended by two thieves caught up in trees: the first 

was Zecchaeus, the second was the thief on the cross. Both men knew they were hopelessly lost. 

Both men were lifted up off the ground to see Jesus for who he really was: the One who came 

from God to bleed and die in the sinners’ place. He came to bleed and die for you.   

 

 We don’t climb a tree to see Jesus, we burry our nose in a book. His Book. From beginning to 

end, His Book describes, anticipates, and longs for Jesus Christ as the Savior. And all who share 

that hope are called “Sons of Abraham.” Abraham, the man who believed God—believed in the 

promised Savior who would bless all nations with his outstretched arms on a cross—thousands 

of years before Jesus was born, this faith in the coming Savior made Abraham righteous before 

God. This same faith in Jesus as our savior from sin is the basis of God’s powerful statement for 

each one here today: you are right with God, not guilty, saved.  

 

II. When Christ Remains in our Homes 

Yet, what truly changed Zecchaeus’ life forever was what happened next: Jesus invited himself 

over. By today’s standards, you probably couldn’t get more rude than that. Just telling someone, 

“Oh, by the way, I’m staying with you tonight.” We would at least wait for an invitation. But, 

Jesus doesn’t wait for an invitation, he states it as a matter of fact: “I must stay at your house 

today.” There is urgency in our Savior’s voice—He is on a mission to save the lost, and He 

desires nothing more than to spend some of his last precious hours in the house of this tax 

collector—someone who would never have thought himself worthy enough to host the Son of 

Man, Son of God for the evening. And we see already that this visit changed Zecchaeus’ life 

forever.  
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Martin Luther once described the Gospel as a rain cloud. Something that moves from place to 

place to benefit one land with its shower of grace—then only after being taken for granted, even 

scorned—it will move to another place.
1
 How does this blessed gift of the Gospel stay in a place? 

When Christ remains in the home. The battle of the Reformation was to bring Christ into 

Christian homes. Many times Luther is herald as a hero for translating the Bible into the 

language of the people, but due to high printing costs, his dream of every family having a home 

Bible wasn’t realized until over 200 years later! How did God’s word penetrate the homes and 

hearts of the people? Through song. The powerful combination of God’s Word with music and a 

simple rhyming meter made it quick and easy to learn. And through Lutheran hymns and liturgy 

the Reformation spread like wildfire across Germany. 

 

Just as Jesus invited Himself into Zecchaeus’ home, Jesus also must remain in our homes 

through the use of His Word. And if it doesn’t, then we are failing; we are failing our children 

and we are failing our future. Yet even so, Christ our Savior penetrates into our hearts, our lives, 

and our homes through His Saving Word, for “the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and 

in your heart so you may obey it” (Deut. 30:14). One of the most wonderful heritages of the 

Lutheran Reformation is our music; the music of the church and especially the music of the 

Worship service—it is the Word of God, put to music so that it may be in your mouth and heart 

throughout the week. Think of the tax collector’s prayer “Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have 

mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us!” Everything in the Lutheran service is meant to come 

home with you; whether it is the Word used in a hymn, the liturgy, or even Jesus true body and 

blood—He invites Himself into your heart to remain with you; to stay in your homes throughout 

the week as your special guest. We rejoice because “today salvation has come to this house.”  

 

My prayer for you this Reformation is that History does indeed repeat itself. That each new 

generation fights for the three-fold truth: by grace alone, through faith alone, in Scripture alone. 

But more importantly, that you hold our pastors and teachers accountable to the one truth: that 

Salvation comes through Christ alone. Amen.  

 

                                                 
1 “The Gospel was in Egypt, then it was gone; furthermore, it has been in Greece, in Italy, in France and in other 

lands. Now it is in the land of Germany; for who knows how long? The movement of the gospel is now among us; 
but our ungratefulness and scorning of the divine Word, pettiness and decadence make it so that it will not remain 
for long.” Luther’s Sermon on Matthew 24:8ff. 1539, WA 47, 565, 11-566, 3. Volker Stolle, Church from all Nations. 
Luther Texts on Mission. Translated by Klaus Detlev Schulz and Daniel Thies, 54-55. 


