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Repentance Bears Fruit December 4, 2016 | Advent 2 
 
Matthew 3:1-12 In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, 
2“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!” 3Yes, this is he of whom this was spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the 
Lord. Make his paths straight.” 4John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all 
the region around the Jordan were going out to him. 6They were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River as they confessed their sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? 8Therefore produce fruit in keeping with repentance! 9Do not think of saying 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up 
children for Abraham from these stones. 10Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. 
So every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize 
you with water for repentance. But the one who comes after me is mightier than I. I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing 
shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his 
wheat into the barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
 
Having the right look is a very important part of Christmas. Whether it is the tree we have picked 
out for our living rooms, our decorations at home, or maybe even that special Christmas outfit 
we have picked out. But here is one Christmas misfit: He doesn’t wear a red outfit, neither does 
he have black boots and a jolly laugh. His name is John the Baptist——clothes of animal hide, 
scraggly hair, diet of bugs; yet this man had a very important message. A message of repentance 
that bears fruit. Today, we will use the words of Matthew 3:1-12 to take a look at what the Bible 
means by repentance and there are three aspects of repentance we will look at: sorrow over sin, 
faith in Jesus, and fruit of repentance.  
 
I. Contrition—Sorrow over sin 
I just couldn’t stay away from that light. When I was just a toddler, I guess I was attracted to 
pretty lights—what toddler wouldn’t? But as a young child, I had no idea what the word “hot” 
meant… so despite my parents’ warning to stay away from my grandma’s cast iron wood stove, 
sure enough the moment everyone’s back was turned I lunged forward with both hands right 
onto the fiery hot door. That incident resulted in my second major trip to the hospital, all before 
the age of three.  
 
My disobedience had a very painful consequence. Sin also has consequences, but its 
consequences are much more severe than a trip to the hospital. Its consequences are 
unquenchable fire—damnation in hell. John the Baptist’s message was one of repentance; a 
message of warning people to turn around, to turn away from sin. His message was not only 
“turn away or else you might get burned,” but also, “You’ve sinned and you deserve the 
unquenchable fire of hell.”  
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Yet, how shocking to those crowds when John calls the most morally upright people “offspring 
of vipers.” No one escapes God’s searching judgment over sin. And the Holy Spirit who searches 
and weighs hearts examined them and revealed to John that these people had no sorrow over 
their sins.  
 
That same God that searched the hearts of the Pharisees and Sadducees also searches our hearts. 
He knows every action, every secret thought, nothing is hidden from Him. As sinners we are laid 
bare before him with no chance to hide: all of our past, present, and future is known to Him. 
Even more, there is no distinction between what we like to think of as “little sins” and “big sins.” 
For God all sins, from the unquenchable longing for more to the subtle hidden thoughts of envy 
they are all condemning.  
 
The preaching of John was to break sinners down to nothing before God. Even as John said he 
was not worthy to carry the sandals of His Savior—but most importantly this leads us to the next 
part of repentance: faith which trusts in Christ’s forgiveness.  
 
II. Faith which trusts forgiveness 
Now, John’s preaching repentance this was to serve as the “Wrong Way” sign in our lives. 
You’ve probably seen those signs posted on the opposite lane on the freeway—maybe you’ve 
even accidently driven on the wrong side of the road before, turned the wrong way on a one way 
street. It can be frightening—but those sings are posted to warn us to stop and turn around before 
disaster strikes. The Bible teaches that the second part of repentance is to turn completely the 
other way around: instead of facing our sin, now we are turned completely around to face the 
Sin-bearer. 
 
Ultimately, this was John’s goal. All of his fiery preaching was to have even the snakes of 
sinners we are flee to Jesus for forgiveness. Because only Jesus pardons and removes sin forever. 
Just as John said pointing to Jesus, “Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29). Jesus would come to John later to be baptized—not because he needed to 
repent, but so that he could take on himself all the sins washed off in the Jordan River through 
baptism. Jesus was first baptized by the Holy Spirit here so that later, He could be baptized by 
blood and fire on the cross. On the cross, Jesus would pay the eternal penalty for all of our sins. 
He was consumed by the fires of hell so that these words ring true today: your sins are forgiven.   
 
If you notice, there is a real urgency to John’s message. The Savior was coming. Even now as 
homes are preparing for Christmas, preparing for the birthday of Jesus, it is important to 
remember that our Savior comes among us today, now to carry out this same baptism: a baptism 
of fire and pronounced judgment on those who reject and refuse his coming into their hearts, and 
a baptism or a pouring out of the Holy Spirit on those who by God’s grace trust in Him and open 
their hearts to Him.  
 
III. Fruit of repentance 
The third and final part of repentance is fruit in keeping with repentance. The Bible also calls 
these good works. Now, just to be clear, good works do not save us. Neither do they earn 
forgiveness from God. However, they do flow out of the forgiveness that the believer has by 
faith. For this reason, the Bible always compares the life of the Christian to plant life.  
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Just as John condemned the Pharisees for thinking “we have Abraham as our father,” we too can 
sometimes get caught up in thinking that it is enough just to be a child of God. “I don’t have to 
change, because God will just keep loving me the way I am.” Well, if God wanted children like 
that, John’s point is that he might as well call rocks his children and he would get more out of it. 
“The ax is already at the foot of the tree,” John warns. It’s time to turn over a new leaf.  
 
So what are the good works God commands? Here the temptation is to pigeon whole good works 
into just one type of category. Now, in the Christmas season, its common for people to express 
their faith through acts of charity, but for every believer their faith will produce very different 
fruits of faith. For one of us, our fruit of repentance may be spending more time with the family, 
for another it might be spending more at work. For some, it may be striving to make it to church 
more than once a month, for others it may be opening the Bible at home, or asking God for 
forgiveness.  
 
But whatever the work, Christ is the source. He says, “I am the vine you are the branches, if a 
man remain in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit” (John 15:5). Even a tree cut off at the 
roots can survive in water. And Jesus is our life. From Him and from our baptism into Him we 
receive constant new life through the forgiveness of sin. Whatever the fruit, the Lord Jesus 
Himself gives us the strength to perform it to His glory.  
 
Today as we prepare our hearts for Christmas, having the right look is important. Here was a 
man who seems very much not to belong in our Christmas season, with his mangy hair and 
camel skin clothes, but he is preparing us for a king who will also not be ordinary. A king born in 
a manger, wearing scraps of cloth. Amen.  
 


