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Isaiah	52:13-15	
Behold,	my	 servant	 shall	 prosper,	 he	 shall	 be	 exalted	 and	 lifted	 up,	 and	 shall	 be	 very	 high.	
14	 As	 many	 were	 astonished	 at	 you—his	 appearance	 was	 so	 marred,	 beyond	 human	
semblance,	 and	 his	 form	 beyond	 that	 of	 the	 sons	 of	 men—15	 so	 shall	 he	 sprinkle	 many	
nations;	kings	shall	shut	their	mouths	because	of	him;	for	that	which	has	not	been	told	them	
they	shall	see,	and	that	which	they	have	not	heard	they	shall	understand.	

If	you	were	taking	someone	through	your	home	this	evening,	what	would	you	point	out	as	
your	most	prized	possession?	What	matters	most	 to	you?	It	might	be	a	 trophy	on	display	
from	 your	 high	 school	 athletic	 career,	 a	 prized	 walleye	 mounted	 on	 the	 wall,	 a	 family	
heirloom	that	has	been	handed	down	for	generations.	Often	times,	 the	 things	 that	matter	
most	to	us,	that	we	value	the	most	are	on	display,	right?	We	place	these	treasures	up	high	so	
that	everyone	can	see	them,	so	that	we	can	show	people	and	tell	the	story	of	how	they	came	
to	be	so	important	to	us.	This	evening,	the	Lord	almighty	takes	us	on	a	tour	to	show	us	His	
most	prized	possession—the	Servant	of	the	Lord—Isaiah’s	term	for	the	coming	Savior.	He	
says	 to	 us,	 “Come	 here,	 take	 a	 close	 look,	 see	 how	 precious	 this	 is!”	 As	 the	most	 valued	
trophy,	We	see	that	the	Lord’s	Servant	is	lifted	up	so	that	all	mouths	may	be	shut,	so	that	He	
may	sprinkle	the	nations	with	His	blood.		

I.	He	is	exalted,		
In	the	ancient	world,	kings	had	a	special	way	of	showing	honor	to	their	champions.	Esther	
6,	 tells	us	how	King	Xerxes	of	Persia	honored	Mordecai	 the	 Jew	 for	 saving	 the	king’s	 life:	
Mordecai	 is	 dressed	 in	 a	 royal	 robe,	 given	 a	 crown	 to	 wear—most	 likely	 a	 wreath	 as	 a	
symbol	of	victory	and	honor—and	paraded	through	the	streets	on	the	king’s	horse.	As	he	
paraded	through	the	streets	a	man	was	to	shout,	“This	is	what	is	done	for	the	man	the	king	
delights	 to	 honor!”	 How	 would	 God,	 the	 King	 of	 the	 Universe	 honor	 His	 champion,	 the	
Lord’s	Servant?	In	much	the	same	way:	our	verses	say	that	He	is	exalted	and	lifted	up.	Yet,	
what	a	contrast	as	we	look	at	Jesus’	humiliation	at	the	hands	of	the	Roman	guards!		

First,	Jesus	was	dressed	in	a	royal	robe	and	placed	a	crown	on	His	head.	At	this	point,	Jesus	
had	 already	 been	 _logged.	 His	 back	 would	 have	 been	 lacerated	 severely—in	 some	 cases	
victims	of	_logging	were	known	for	the	white	of	their	rib	cage	to	be	exposed	and	would	have	
suffered	a	terrible	loss	of	blood.	The	heavy	purple	robe	pressing	against	those	fresh	wounds	
would	have	helped	the	blood	to	clot	in	His	wounds.	On	His	head,	instead	of	the	victors	loral	
crown,	a	crown	of	thorns	had	been	pressed	into	His	skull—every	grimace	from	the	wounds	
on	his	back	would	have	driven	 the	 thorns	deeper	 into	his	 scalp.	And	 this	was	before	 the	
soldiers	beat	him	with	clubs.	When	they	were	done	with	Him,	they	took	hold	of	that	purple	
robe	and	tore	it	free	from	His	back—reopening	all	of	His	wounds.		

Next,	 He	 was	 paraded	 through	 the	 streets.	 “This	 is	 what	 is	 done	 for	 the	 man	 the	 king	
delights	 to	 honor!”	 Jesus	 had	 to	 bear	 the	 heavy	 burden	 of	 His	 cross	 beam	 through	 the	
streets	of	 Jerusalem.	Some	estimate	 this	beam	would	have	been	as	heavy	as	100	 lbs.	And	
where	would	it	rest,	but	on	the	open	wounds	on	his	back	and	shoulders?	As	the	heavy	wood	
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drug	across	the	rough	paving	stones	of	the	streets	of	Jerusalem,	each	jolt	of	the	beam	would	
dig	 fresh	splinters	 into	 those	gaping	wounds,	 sending	searing	pain	 through	His	body;	 the	
people	who	cheered	His	 triumphant	entrance	 into	 Jerusalem	now	wept	and	 looked	on	 in	
shock	as	their	Savior’s	slow	gruesome	march.		

But	 the	worst	was	 yet	 to	 come:	 Often	 times	with	 victory	 parades,	 they	would	 end	 at	 an	
elevated	platform	so	everyone	could	look	on	in	wonder	at	his	triumph,	so	Jesus	was	brought	
to	 the	pinnacle	of	Calvary—Everyone	walking	by	 could	 look	on	and	marvel	 at	His	 shame	
and	humiliation.	His	hands	and	feet	nailed	in	place	to	the	tree.	His	arms	and	legs	stretched	
so	far	they	were	pulled	out	of	joint.	He	hung	in	that	tortured	position	for	six	hours,	a	sick	
trophy	 over	 the	 Judean	 landscape.	 So	 dis_igured	 and	 deformed,	 people	 had	 to	 hide	 their	
faces	 in	His	 presence.	What	 does	 this	 terrible	 suffering,	 this	 horri_ic	 exultation	 show	us?	
They	hymn	writer	tells	us:	“If	you	think	of	sin	but	 lightly	nor	suppose	the	evil	great,	here	
you	see	its	nature	rightly,	here	its	guilt	may	estimate.	Mark	the	sacri_ice	appointed;	see	who	
bears	the	awful	load—’tis	the	Word,	the	Lord’s	Anointed,	Son	of	Man	and	Son	of	God”	(CW	
127	vs.	3).	Here	we	see	Jesus	bearing	all	the	recognition	for	our	sin.		

II.	So	all	mouths	are	shut	
Recognition	 is	 something	 we	 look	 for,	 isn’t	 it?	 What	 are	 the	 moments	 we	 are	 the	 most	
prideful	of,	the	moments	we	care	the	most	about,	and	boast	the	most	about?	Yes,	we	take	
pride	in	our	accomplishments,	yes	we	look	for	af_irmation	and	recognition.	We	do	so	much	
every	 day	 seeking	 and	 looking	 for	 other	 people’s	 praise.	 We	 want	 glory,	 we	 want	
recognition,	we	want	 to	be	 the	person	standing	on	 the	high	platform	of	other’s	esteem—
and	 even	 if	 that	 esteem	 is	 our	 own	 humility;	 our	 ability	 to	 stay	 in	 the	 background	 and	
humbly	 defer,	 de_lect,	 and	 avoid	 compliments.	 But	 what	 does	 all	 of	 our	 glory,	 all	 of	 our	
achievements,	 all	 of	 our	 successes,	 all	 of	 our	 humility	 achieve?	 Nothing.	 Vanity,	 vanity,	
vanity.	 What	 we	 do	 today	 is	 soon	 forgotten,	 what	 we	 treasure	 today	 will	 be	 trashed	
tomorrow.	The	hard	earned	achievements	hanging	on	the	wall	will	decay	in	a	pile	of	trash	
and	broken	glass.	Our	successes,	our	hard	work	is	empty,	because	it	cannot	get	us	one	step	
closer	to	heaven.	In	fact,	when	we	look	at	the	sel_ish	nature	of	our	yearning	for	recognition	
and	applause	we	see	only	sin	even	in	our	best	efforts.	If	we	could	pile	all	the	awards,	all	the	
certi_icates	of	 recognition,	 all	 the	 trophies	of	 the	human	 race	 from	beginning	 to	end,	 this	
mountain	of	success	is	a	grain	of	sand	compared	to	the	mountain	of	sin	that	weighs	against	
us.	

What	then	are	our	accomplishments	compared	to	that	of	 Jesus?	Who	could	ever	compare	
our	 hard	work	 to	His?	Only	 the	 innocent	 Son	 of	 God	 could	 ever	 outweigh	 that	 scale.	His	
mutilation,	suffering,	and	death	was	the	hard	work	it	took	to	achieve	not	just	to	balance	the	
scale	against	our	sin,	but	to	balance	them	in	our	favor.	Isaiah	tells	us,	“kings	will	shut	their	
mouths	because	of	Him.”	Likewise,	Paul	 says,	 “Where	 then	 is	boasting?	 It	 is	 excluded.	On	
what	principle?	On	that	of	observing	the	law?	No,	but	on	that	of	faith.	For	we	maintain	that	
a	man	is	justi_ied	by	faith	apart	from	observing	the	law”	(Romans	3:27-29).	In	other	words,	
it	is	not	our	work	that	gives	us	Heaven,	but	Christ’s.	It	is	not	our	hard	labor	that	brings	favor	
in	God’s	eye,	but	Christ’s.	So	that	all	can	see	and	understand	that	the	only	way	to	heaven	is	
through	Jesus	Christ	alone.		
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III.	So	that	all	nations	are	sprinkled	
And	 so,	 God	 gives	 us	 a	marvelous	 symbol,	 a	 trophy,	 of	 Jesus	 saving	work:	 Jesus	 told	His	
disciples,	“When	I	am	lifted	up	from	the	earth,	(I)	will	draw	all	men	to	myself”	(John	12:32).	
Here	we	 see	 the	mediator—the	middle	man	between	heaven	 and	 earth.	He	 is	 the	 Son	of	
Heaven,	yet	heaven	rejected	Him	when	He	said,	 “My	God	My	God,	why	have	you	 forsaken	
Me?”	He	was	a	Son	of	the	Earth,	yet	His	people	despised	Him.	So	He	is	lifted	up	between	the	
two—suspended	 between;	 coming	 from	 both	 but	 belonging	 to	 neither.	 Loving	 both	 to	
death,	 but	 being	 cursed	 by	 both:	 there	 He	 is	 our	 ransom,	 our	 payment	 for	 sin,	 and	 our	
eternal	 life.	There	suspended	between	heaven	and	earth	He	sprinkles	all	 the	nations	with	
His	holy	precious	blood.		

In	 the	 Old	 Testament,	 that	 which	 was	 Holy—that	 which	 was	 precious	 and	 marked	 as	
belonging	to	God	had	to	be	sprinkled	with	blood.	Jesus,	shed	His	blood	so	that	the	nations—
all	people—would	be	made	right	with	God,	at	Peace	with	Him	through	the	 life	He	offered	
freely	to	us	on	the	cross.	Peter	addresses	us,	“God’s	elect…	who	have	ben	chosen	according	
to	 the	 foreknowledge	 of	 God	 the	 Father,	 through	 the	 sanctifying	 work	 of	 the	 Spirit,	 for	
obedience	 to	 Jesus	 Christ	 and	 sprinkling	 by	 His	 blood.”	 Do	 you	 hear	what	 He	 calls	 you?	
Elected,	 chosen,	 sancti_ied,	 sprinkled.	 This	 evening,	 the	 Lord	 looks	 through	 His	 most	
precious	 treasures.	 He	 points	 out	 each	 one	 of	 you	 to	 tell	 the	 story	 of	 how	 He	 came	 to	
possess	 you:	 Because	 the	 Son	 of	 God,	 Jesus	 Christ	 has	 touched	 you,	 because	 He	 Has	
sprinkled	you	with	His	blood,	you	are	a	treasure	to	the	Lord	of	Heaven.	Amen.		
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