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2	Corinthians	4:3-6	
And	even	if	our	gospel	is	veiled,	it	is	veiled	to	those	who	are	perishing.	4 The	god	of	this	age	
has	 blinded	 the	 minds	 of	 unbelievers,	 so	 that	 they	 cannot	 see	 the	 light	 of	 the	 gospel	 that	
displays	the	glory	of	Christ,	who	is	the	image	of	God.	5 For	what	we	preach	is	not	ourselves,	
but	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord,	and	ourselves	as	your	servants	for	Jesus’	sake.	6 For	God,	who	said,	
“Let	light	shine	out	of	darkness,”	made	his	light	shine	in	our	hearts	to	give	us	the	light	of	the	
knowledge	of	God’s	glory	displayed	in	the	face	of	Christ.	

Thanks	to	HG	TV,	we	 live	 in	the	age	of	“do	 it	yourself”	home	renovations.	This	 isn’t	 just	a	
good	way	to	save	money	when	you	revamp	the	old	house,	but	it	also	might	be	a	way	to	learn	
more	 about	 your	 own	 home.	 One	 couple	 in	 Boston,	while	 doing	 their	 home	 renovations,	
found	a	briefcase	 from	 the	1950’s	hidden	 in	 the	 ceiling	of	 their	basement	 that	 contained	
over	$23,000!	In	the	Old	Testament,	God	hid	his	greatest	treasure	behind	an	artiBicial	wall:	
the	ark	of	 the	covenant	 in	 the	Holy	of	Holies	was	hidden	behind	a	 thick	heavy	curtain	or	
veil.	For	much	of	History	God’s	glory	was	hidden	away,	inaccessible,	but	not	anymore.	Now	
God’s	glory	is	revealed	for	all	people	through	His	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	He	is	the	treasure	that	is	
no	 longer	hidden.	We	preach	Jesus	because	he	fulBills	 the	Old	Testament,	we	preach	Jesus	
because	he	tears	down	our	veils.		

I.	Because	He	fulGills	the	Old	Testament	
What	do	adherents	to	Judaism,	Islam,	and	Christianity	all	have	in	common?	39	books	that	
we	all	agree	are	God’s	revelation	to	mankind.	We	call	 these	books	the	“Old	Testament,”	 in	
our	 Bible.	 But	 why	 is	 it	 that	 all	 three	 religions	 disagree	 so	 radically	 with	 one	 another?	
Because	each	religion	has	 their	own	view	on	 the	content	and	purpose	of	 those	39	books.		
The	Jewish	faith	believes	those	39	books	demonstrate	Yaweh’s	faithfulness	to	His	covenant	
nation,	 Israel.	 Islam	 confesses	 that	 both	 the	 Old	 Testament,	 and	 the	 Christian	 New	
Testament	 are	 just	 stepping	 stones	 leading	 up	 to	 the	 prophet	 Mohamed.	 Christians,	
however,	believe	that	the	point	and	purpose	of	the	Old	Testament	was	to	foreshadow	and	
point	forward	to	the	New	Testament,	God’s	revelation	through	Jesus	Christ	as	the	pinnacle	
and	fulBillment	of	Salvation	history.	

This	TransBiguration	Sunday	is	so	important,	not	just	for	the	disciples	in	Jesus	time,	but	for	
us	 today,	 because	 it	 is	 one	 of	 the	many	 capstone	 proofs	 that	 all	 of	 the	 law	 and	prophets	
point	forward	to	and	anticipate	Jesus	Christ.	For	the	Jewish	Torah	it	is	chieBly	composed	of	
two	main	sections:	the	law	(Pentateuch)	and	the	prophets.	Each	of	these	chief	segments	of	
Scripture	 is	 represented	by	 two	men.	Moses	was	 the	 giver	of	 the	 law,	 and	Elijah	was	 the	
chief	prophet.	The	disciples	Peter,	James,	and	John	would	later	come	to	realize	that	seeing	
both	Moses	and	Elijah	speaking	with	Jesus	on	the	mount	of	TransBiguration	was	God’s	way	
of	indicating	that	Jesus	was	the	pinnacle	of	prophetic	history.	“And	so	we	have	the	prophetic	
word	conBirmed,	which	you	do	well	to	heed	as	a	light	that	shines	in	a	dark	place,	until	the	
day	dawns	and	the	morning	star	rises	in	your	hearts”	(2	Peter	1:19).		
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In	these	words	before	us	today,	Paul	refers	to	Jesus	as	the	greater	Moses.	God	had	brought	
the	children	of	Israel	out	of	Egypt	with	a	mighty	hand	and	brought	them	to	the	foot	of	Mt.	
Sinai.	And	God’s	presence	came	down	on	the	mountaintop	with	thunder	and	lightning;	the	
mountain	 shook	 ferociously	and	 the	people	were	 so	afraid	 	when	 they	heard	God’s	voice	
they	said,	“Let	us	not	hear	the	voice	of	the	Lord	our	God	nor	see	this	great	Bire	anymore,	or	
we	will	die.”	And	the	Lord	said,	“What	they	say	is	good.	I	will	raise	up	for	them	a	prophet	
like	you	from	among	their	fellow	Israelites,	and	I	will	put	my	words	in	his	mouth.	He	will	
tell	them	everything	I	command	him.”	(which	is	really	a	prophecy	about	Jesus,	but	we’ll	get	
there	in	a	moment.	Deuteronomy	18:16-18).	So	they	sent	Moses	to	go	up	and	speak	to	God	
for	 them,	 as	 a	 mediator,	 or	 a	 go	 between.	 He	 climbed	 that	 mountain	 and	 received	 the	
covenant	of	the	Law—or	the	ten	commandments—and	he	came	down	carrying	those	stone	
tablets.	 This	was	 the	 Old	 Covenant	 (or	 Old	 Testament).	 God	 gave	 the	 people	 not	 just	 10	
commandments,	 but	 hundreds	 of	 ceremonial	 laws	 to	 demonstrate	 how	 hopeless	 their	
chances	of	keeping	them.		

This	was	meant	to	be	a	temporary	covenant,	and	Paul	alludes	to	how	God	demonstrated	its	
temporary	 nature:	Moses’	 face,	when	 he	 returned	 down	 from	 the	mountain	 glowed	with	
light.	 But	 its	 glory	 did	 not	 last,	 it	 slowly	 faded	 away.	 Compare	 that	 to	 Jesus,	 the	 greater	
Moses	and	the	mediator,	or	go	between	of	the	New	Covenant	(New	Testament).	Today	we	
see	Jesus	climbing	the	mountain,	the	disciples	heard	the	voice	of	God	shake	the	mountain,	
and	 Jesus	 the	mediator	didn’t	 just	have	a	glowing	 face,	but	he	radiated	with	 the	heavenly	
light	 and	 glory	 that	 was	 His	 by	 right	 as	 the	 Son	 of	 God.	 Jesus	 didn’t	 come	 down	 the	
mountain	 carrying	 a	 new	 set	 of	 laws,	 but	 instead	 the	 New	 Covenant	 was	 that	 He	 was	
carrying	 the	 consequences,	 punishment	 and	 death	 for	 all	 the	 times	 we	 broke	 the	 10	
commandments.	From	that	point	on,	His	steps	led	him	toward	Calvary.	His	glory	would	not	
just	be	revealed	in	light	radiating	from	His	sacred	body,	but	also	in	the	humiliation	and	gore	
of	 the	 cross.	 Just	 as	 Moses’	 glory	 was	 temporary,	 so	 was	 the	 Old	 Covenant	meant	 to	 be	
surpassed	by	the	greater	glory	of	Christ	hanging	on	the	cross.	

II.	Because	He	tears	down	our	veils	
With	 so	many	 obvious	 and	 clear	 connections	 and	 fulBillments	 between	 the	Old	 and	New	
Testaments,	the	early	Christians	were	frustrated	that	the	Jewish	people	of	their	day	could	
not	see	Jesus	as	this	perfect	fulBillment.	Why	was	that?	Well	Paul	tells	us	because	the	god	of	
this	age,	the	devil,	has	blinded	them.	He	constructed	a	false	wall,	or	a	veil	in	their	heart	that	
hid	Jesus.	So,	in	the	same	way	today,	many	religions	use	the	Bible,	but	they	too	do	not	have	a	
clear	picture	of	Jesus.	Why	is	that?	Well	think	of	every	passage	in	the	Bible	as	a	piece	of	one	
of	 those	 big	 1,500	 piece	 puzzles.	 The	 one	 thing	 you	 need	 to	 put	 the	 puzzle	 together	
correctly	is	the	image	on	the	cover	of	the	box…	without	that	image,	you	might	be	able	to	get	
the	boarder	right,	but	the	rest	of	the	puzzle	is	just	guess	work	of	how	all	the	other	pieces	Bit	
together.		

The	one	image	that	all	 the	Bible	 is	meant	to	construct	 is	the	image	of	 Jesus	as	our	Savior.	
Without	 that	 central	portrait	 in	mind,	 its	 just	guess	work.	Different	denominations	might	
get	parts	and	pieces	of	the	puzzle	correct,	but	they	don’t	know	how	the	whole	picture	Bits	
together.	 Having	 the	wrong	 picture	 in	mind	means	 your	 attempt	 at	 solving	 the	 puzzle	 is	
sabotaged.	So	the	Jews	in	Jesus	day	thought	that	the	“big	picture”	of	the	Bible	was	the	Old	
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Covenant—the	 ten	 commandments—and	because	 they	 thought	 they	 could	keep	 those	by	
themselves,	 they	 though	 they	didn’t	 need	a	 Savior.	Many	Christians	 today,	 paint	 a	 similar	
picture	of	the	Bible:	They	see	Jesus	as	the	2nd	Moses;	not	in	the	sense	that	He	came	to	fulBill	
the	 law,	 but	 that	 He	 came	 to	 give	 us	 even	more	 commandments.	 He	 came	 to	 bind	 us	 to	
obedience	instead	of	grace.	This	is	an	absolutely	false	picture	of	Christ.		

What	false	image	do	we	want	to	construct	from	the	Bible?	When	we	start	placing	pieces	of	
God’s	Word	together,	how	often	do	we	want	them	to	compile	a	giant	portrait	of	ourselves:	
“its	all	about	me.”	How	can	I	use	God’s	Word	to	make	my	life	better	and	more	convenient.	Is	
there	 a	 secret	 in	 the	 pages	 of	 holy	 Scripture	 that	 I	 can	 apply	 to	 receive	 God’s	 blessing?	
Everything	else	in	our	world	is	geared	toward’s	customer	satisfaction,	why	shouldn’t	God’s	
Word?	Why	shouldn’t	Church?	And	instead	of	capturing	and	Binding	a	glorious,	better,	more	
blessed	life	than	everyone	else,	my	life	might	seem	to	be	harder…	persecutions,	hardships,	
troubles.	This	isn’t	right!	“If	church	isn’t	practical,	if	it	doesn’t	have	anything	to	do	for	me,	or	
say	about	me	then	I’m	ready	to	move	on	somewhere	else!”	This	attitude	is	narcissism	at	its	
worst,	a	vein,	contempt-able	artiBicial	wall	we	put	up	in	our	hearts	to	hide	the	true	purpose	
of	God’s	Word—to	tear	down	our	pride	and	arrogance	and	self-serving	sinful	attitudes	 in	
our	hearts,	so	we	with	perfectly	clear	eyes	can	see	our	Savior.		

Paul	says,	“We	do	not	preach	ourselves	but	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord…”	because	He	is	the	image	
of	God!	We	must	understand	that	the	complete	picture	of	God’s	Word	constructs	an	image	
of	Christ	in	His	moment	of	greatest	glory—not	on	the	top	of	Mt.	of	TransBiguration,	but	on	
top	of	Mt.	Calvary.	God’s	glory	radiates	 from	the	suffering	and	death	of	His	only	begotten	
Son	who	selBlessly	laid	his	life	down	for	us.	He	replaces	all	false	images	in	our	hearts,	with	
the	 image	of	Christ	cruciBied.	God’s	work,	His	crowning	achievement	 is	 the	 forgiveness	of	
sins	through	Jesus’	death	on	the	cross.	

The	story	of	Salvation	is	about	God	tearing	down	walls,	or	veils.	Hidden	behind	the	veil	of	
the	 Old	 Testament	was	 not	 another	 law-giver,	 but	 the	 fulBiller	 of	 God’s	 law:	 Jesus	 Christ.	
Hidden	behind	 the	artiBicial	wall	of	 Jesus	glory	was	 the	 true	 treasure:	 Jesus	suffering	and	
death.	We	preach	and	proclaim	only	Jesus	Christ	so	that	the	Holy	Spirit	may	renovates	each	
of	 our	 hearts	 tearing	 down	 false	 walls	 so	 that	 we	 Bind	 that	 greatest	 treasure:	 salvation	
through	Jesus.	Amen.		
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