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Ruth	4:13-17	
13	So	Boaz	took	Ruth	and	she	became	his	wife.	Then	he	went	to	her,	and	the	LORD	enabled	her	
to	conceive,	and	she	gave	birth	to	a	son.	14	The	women	said	to	Naomi:	“Praise	be	to	the	LORD,	
who	 this	 day	 has	 not	 left	 you	 without	 a	 kinsman-redeemer.	 May	 he	 become	 famous	
throughout	 Israel!	 15	 He	 will	 renew	 your	 life	 and	 sustain	 you	 in	 your	 old	 age.	 For	 your	
daughter-in-	law,	who	loves	you	and	who	is	better	to	you	than	seven	sons,	has	given	him	birth.”	
16	Then	Naomi	 took	 the	 child,	 laid	him	 in	her	 lap	and	cared	 for	him.	17	The	women	 living	
there	said,	“Naomi	has	a	son.”	And	they	named	him	Obed.	He	was	the	father	of	Jesse,	the	father	
of	David.	

The	account	of	Ruth	 and	Boaz	 is	 probably	one	of	 the	best-known	and	most	beloved	 love	
stories	in	the	Bible.	The	four	brief	chapters	of	the	book	tell	the	story	of	an	unlikely	couple:	
Ruth	a	penniless	widow	from	the	 land	of	Moab	(to	 the	south-east	of	 Israel)	and	Boaz	 the	
wealthy	farmer	of	Bethlehem	and	heir	of	Judah.	Despite	all	odds,	united	by	their	common	
faith,	these	two	are	joined	together	as	man	and	wife.	Though	the	book	itself	is	named	after	
Ruth	(and	she	certainly	gets	most	of	the	attention)	the	real	main	character	is	not	the	young	
Moabite	woman,	but	Naomi,	her	mother-in-law.	Our	reading	this	morning	is	the	epilogue,	or	
the	“happy	ending”	for	the	book	of	Ruth:	the	moment	when	a	grandchild	is	Virst	placed	in	
the	arms	of	their	grandparent:		

I.	 As	we	 close	our	 Virst	week	 into	 the	New	Year,	we	 step	 forward	with	 anticipation,	what	
does	the	year	2018	hold	 for	us?	What	new	and	exciting	things	will	happen?	Although	the	
words	of	Scripture	for	today	are	the	epilogue	or	the	closing	verses	of	the	book	of	Ruth,	they	
have	the	same	familiar	ring	to	them:	“And	she	lived	happily	ever	after.”	These	words	don’t	
signify	the	close	of	a	story,	but	the	beginning	of	something	new	and	wonderful.	For	Naomi,	
this	new,	wonderful	beginning	was	tied	to	the	little	baby	boy	she	picks	up	for	the	very	Virst	
time—we	can	only	imagine	that	twinkle	in	the	eye	of	all	grandparents	when	they	hold	their	
Virst	 grandchild—this	 baby	was	 the	 beginning	 of	 something	 new	 and	wonderful,	 and	 the	
words	 	of	 the	women	are	pure	 joy	and	praise	to	God	that	burst	 forth	from	a	heart	 that	 is	
overVlowing	with	blessing.		

But	it	wasn’t	always	this	way	for	Naomi.	As	I	mentioned	these	words	are	the	epilogue;	the	
prologue	of	the	book	of	Ruth	has	the	exact	opposite	ring	to	it:	Naomi	had	lost	everything.	
During	 a	 severe	 famine,	 her	 husband	 Elimelech	 made	 the	 hard	 decision	 to	 leave	 their	
hometown	of	Bethlehem,	uprooting	his	 family,	and	moving	to	the	 foreign	 land	of	Moab	to	
Vind	work.	While	 living	 in	Moab,	Naomi’s	 two	sons	each	 found	a	bride	and	were	married.	
Mahlon	married	a	young	woman	named	Ruth	and	Kilion	married	Orpah.	But	 that	 is	were	
their	happiness	ended:	First,	Naomi	lost	her	husband	Elimelech,	and	shortly	after	both	her	
sons	also	died.	Grief	struck	with	tragedy,	Naomi	and	her	daughter-in-law	Ruth	headed	back	
to	 Bethlehem.	 At	 Virst,	 the	women	 of	 Bethlehem	were	 overjoyed	 to	 see	 Naomi,	 their	 old	
friend	again,	 but	Naomi	 responds	 to	 their	 greeting,	 “Don’t	 call	me	Naomi,”	 (which	means	
pleasant),	 “call	me	Mara,	because	 the	Almighty	has	made	my	 life	very	bitter.	 I	went	away	
full,	but	the	LORD	has	brought	me	back	empty.”	(Ruth	1:20-21).		
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II.	As	we	begin	the	new	year,	what	waits	for	us?	Will	there	be	moments	of	joy,	moments	of	
surprise,	 moments	 of	 blessing,	 disappointment,	 fear,	 worry,	 anxiety…	 The	 Bible	 tells	 us,	
“There	is	a	time	for	everything,	and	a	season	for	every	activity	under	the	heavens:	a	time	to	
be	born	and	a	time	to	die,	a	time	to	plant	and	a	time	to	uproot,	a	time	to	kill	and	a	time	to	
heal,	a	time	to	tear	down	and	a	time	to	build,	a	time	to	weep	and	a	time	to	laugh,	a	time	to	
mourn	and	a	time	to	dance…”	(Ecclesiastes	3:1-4).	The	one	thing	that	we	can	be	certain	of	is	
that	we	will	be	met	with	both	the	good	and	the	bad.		

As	 we	 face	 the	 different	 seasons	 of	 life,	 we	 face	 the	 exact	 same	 temptations	 Naomi	 did.	
When	we	are	met	with	the	unexpected,	the	tragic,	the	sad,	often	times	aren’t	we	the	Virst	to	
be	pointing	a	chilling	Vinger	at	God	saying,	“The	Lord	has	dealt	bitterly	with	me!”	We	don’t	
reject	God	in	hard	times,	because	He	is	too	convenient	of	a	place	to	lay	the	blame.	We	resent	
God	who	is	so	good	to	others,	but	has	dealt	bitterly	with	us.	We	let	resentment	toward	God	
build	an	icy	chill	around	our	heart.	But	really	what	are	we	resenting?	We	resent	the	fact	that	
we	are	not	God.	We	resent	the	fact	that	we	are	not	in	control	of	our	own	lives	and	the	lives	
of	 the	 people	 closest	 to	 us,	 because	we’d	 like	 to	 imagine	 that	 if	we	were,	we	 could	 do	 a	
better	 job	 of	 it.	 The	 prophet	 Job	 was	 once	 in	 a	 similar	 position	 as	 Naomi—having	 lost	
everything—and	when	he	started	to	question	God’s	control	over	his	life,	God	comes	to	him	
and	says,	“Where	were	you	when	I	laid	the	earth’s	foundation?	Tell	me,	if	you	understand.	
Who	marked	off	its	dimensions?	Surely	you	know!	Who	stretched	a	measuring	line	across	
it?	On	what	were	its	footings	set,	or	who	laid	its	cornerstone?”	(Job	38:4-7).		

And	when	the	time	comes	for	God	to	Vill	us	up	with	His	bountiful	blessing,	here	we	suddenly	
hesitate	to	point	the	Vinger	of	thanksgiving	back	at	God.	Instead,	we	naturally	want	to	take	
the	credit	for	the	good	things	that	happen,	that	came	about	because	“my	hard	work	paid	off,	
my	planning,	my	scheming”—Naomi	might	have	thought	she	was	the	perfect	match		maker	
for	 hooking	 up	 Ruth	 with	 Boaz,	 and	 yet,	 it	 is	 the	 townswomen	 of	 Bethlehem	 that	 are	
reminding	Naomi,	“Remember	when	you	said	God	was	against	you?	Now	that	you	hold	that	
child	 in	 your	 arms,	 give	Him	 the	 glory!”	 Yet	 the	whole	 story	 of	Ruth,	 is	 the	 story	 of	 how	
Naomi	 passes	 from	 “empty”	 to	 overVlowing	 with	 blessing.	 God’s	 special	 instrument	 in	
making	 that	 happen	was	 her	 daughter-in-law,	 Ruth.	When	 everyone	 else	 had	 abandoned	
her,	Ruth	stayed	by	her	side.	When	Naomi	returned	to	Bethlehem,	Ruth	worked	hard	to	Vind	
food	 for	 them.	 When	 the	 women	 needed	 shelter,	 Vinancial	 help,	 and	 a	 protector,	 Ruth	
married	Boaz.	And	now,	when	their	marriage	had	been	blessed	with	 their	 Virst	child,	 that	
child	is	given	to	Naomi.	In	everything,	we	see	how	God	had	not	only	taken	care	of	Naomi,	
but	 He	 gave	 back,	 He	 blessed	 her	 again	 and	 again	 when	 she	 thought	 God	 had	 utterly	
forsaken	her.	

III.	God’s	crowning	seal	of	His	everlasting	love	for	her	was	the	moment	that	baby	came	into	
the	world,	a	child	of	Bethlehem,	her	redeemer.	Obed,	which	means	“servant,”	would	grow	
up	to	redeem	his	grandfather’s	estate—He	would	buy	back	the	property	that	belonged	to	
Elimelech.	Not	only	would	he	keep	and	posses	the	family	property,	but	he	was	the	son	that	
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brought	 the	 family	 back	 to	 life.	 Though	 Elimelech,	Mahlon,	 and	Kilion	 had	 all	 died,	 their	
name	lived	on	through	Obed.	

Naomi’s	story	teaches	us	to	patently	endure	through	the	difVicult	times	and	to	humbly	thank	
God	for	the	good.	As	our	lives	change	from	day	to	day,	from	season	to	season	the	one	great	
foundational	truth	we	rest	on	is	that	no	matter	if	life	is	good,	bad,	or	somewhere	in	between	
God	says,	“Though	the	mountains	be	shaken	and	the	hills	be	removed,	yet	my	unfailing	love	
for	you	will	not	be	shaken	nor	my	covenant	of	peace	be	removed”	(Isaiah	54:10).	The	one	
constant,	 the	 foundational	 truth	 that	 remains	 for	 us	 is	 God’s	 everlasting	 love,	 for	 “if	 God	
who	did	not	 spare	His	own	Son,	but	gave	Him	up	 for	us	all—how	will	He	not	also,	 along	
with	Him,	Graciously	give	us	all	things?”	(Romans	8:32).	God’s	seal	of	his	everlasting	love,	
His	 covent	 of	 peace	 is	 the	 other	 child	 of	 Bethlehem—the	 great	 descendant	 of	 Boaz	 and	
Ruth:	Jesus	Christ.	He	is	our	Redeemer.	The	perfect	Son	of	God	who	came	to	bring	life	to	a	
family	tree	dead	and	cursed	in	sin.	When	he	grew	up,	He	would	purchased	the	real-estate	
and	 inheritance	 that	we	could	not,	our	home	 in	heaven,	by	paying	His	own	holy	precious	
blood.	

The	Redeemer	is	one	of	the	oldest	titles	given	to	the	Savior,	all	the	way	from	the	time	of	Job	
who	 said	 conVidently,	 “I	 know	 that	 my	 Redeemer	 lives…	 and	 after	 my	 skin	 has	 been	
destroyed,	yet	I	will	see	God.”	Just	as	Obed	brought	life	back	to	his	family,	The	Redeemer	so	
Jesus	has	come	to	bring	eternal	life	to	yours.	The	new	life	He	brings	isn’t	just	reversing	hard	
times	 with	 blessing,	 but	 bringing	 eternal	 joy	 and	 peace	 through	 the	 forgiveness	 of	 sins.	
What’s	more,	because	Jesus	is	our	Redeemer	we	know	that	for	all	the	Elimelechs,	Mahlons,	
and	 Kilions	 no	 longer	 with	 us,	 God	 has	 brought	 them	 to	 their	 home	 of	 eternal	 rest	 in	
heaven.	The	inheritance	purchased	by	our	Redeemer	Jesus	Christ.	Our	future	rests	securely	
in	His	hands.	Amen.	
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