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REDEEMING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

14077 Monarch Ln. Rogers MN | rglc.org 
 

CONTACT US 
Pastor Josh Mayer can be reached any time. If you have questions, 
concerns, prayer requests, or you just need someone to talk to, please 
call, text, or email:  763-219-0083 |  pastorjmayer@gmail.com 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Thank you for worshiping with us today. We would love to invite you 
back, so please sign our guest register outside the main doors of the 
sanctuary. Children are most welcome to stay during our service, but if 
you need a quiet place, make yourself at home in the gathering space 
outside the sanctuary.  
 
TENEBRE SERVICE 
The Tenebre service is a service of darkness. This evening as we ponder 
the mystery that the Lord of Life, the Light of the world, is swallowed up 
in the darkness of death. After each of the seven words from the cross, a 
candle is extinguished to signify the ebbing away of Jesus' life. Other 
traditions include the slamming of the Bible at Jesus' final victorious 
words: "It is finished," and hiding the last candle in memory of Christ's 
burial. This candle is brought back at the end as a reminder that no 
darkness could extinguish Jesus' eternal light.  
 
SERVING TODAY | Our special thanks for your service 
 

Pianist Jonnica Mayer  
Choir  Ben and Elaina Adickes, Kayla Radke, Kevin and Margie LaBeau  
Camera Kevin LaBeau 
 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP | See pages 10-11  
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TENEBRE 
 

"From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness 
came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out in a loud voice, My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?'"   Matthew 27:45-46 

 
 
 
PASSION HISTORY       Matthew 27:22-31 
What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They 
all answered, "Crucify him!" Why? What crime has he committed?" 
asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" When 
Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. "I 
am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your responsibility!" All 
the people answered, "Let his blood be on us and on our children!"  

 
 Silence for meditation  
 

Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and 
handed him over to be crucified. Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus 
into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around 
him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted 
together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his 
right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the 
Jews!" they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on 
the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the 
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify 
him.  
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OPENING HYMN               O Sacred Head, Now Wounded | 105 
 

O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded, With thorns your only crown, 
O sacred head, no glory Now from your face does shine; 
Yet though despised and gory, I joy to call you mine. 
 

Men mock and taunt and jeer you, They smite your countenance, 
Though mighty worlds shall fear you And flee before your glance. 
How pale you are with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn! 

Your eyes with pain now languish That once were bright as morn! 
 

My burden in your passion, Lord, you have borne for me, 
For it was my transgression, My shame, on Calvary. 
I cast me down before you; Wrath is my rightful lot. 
Have mercy, I implore you; Redeemer, spurn me not! 
 
 

WORDS ONE AND TWO                   Psalm 22, Psalm 130    
 

P: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far 
from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?   

 

C:  O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, 
and am not silent.  

 

P:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; O Lord, hear my voice.  
 

C:  Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.  
 
 Silence for meditation on specific sins 
 
P:  If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 

C:  But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.   
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Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with Jesus to be 
executed. They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means, 
“The place of a skull.” They offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; 
but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. They crucified him there 
with the criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
 

 First candle is extinguished 
 

P:  O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,  
 

C: For with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full 
redemption. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.   

 

One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren’t 
you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked 
him. “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same condemnation? 
We are punished justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for what 
we have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” Jesus said to 
him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

 Second candle is extinguished 
 
 
HYMN              Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted | 127 
 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See him dying on the tree! 

‘Tis the Christ, by man rejected; yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he. 
‘Tis the long expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
Proofs I see sufficient of it: ‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 
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If you think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great, 
Here you see its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed; See who bears the awful load - 

‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God. 
 

Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ’s the rock of our salvation, His the name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt -  
None shall ever be confounded Who on him their hope have built. 
 
 
WORDS THREE AND FOUR  
Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene were standing near the cross. When Jesus saw his mother 
and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, 
“Woman, here is your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother!” And from that time this disciple took her into his own home.  
 

 Third candle is extinguished 
 
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land 
until the ninth hour, while the sun was darkened. At the ninth hour 
Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of 
those standing there heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah!”  
 

 Fourth candle is extinguished 
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SERMON HYMN             Upon the Cross Extended | 113 
 

Upon the cross extended, See, world, your Lord suspended; 
Your Savior yields his breath. The Prince of life from heaven 

Himself has freely given To shame and blows and bitter death. 
 

How God at our transgression To anger gives expression, 
How loud his thunders roll, How fearfully he smites him, 
How sorely he requites him - All this your suff’rings teach my soul. 
 

‘Tis I who should be smitten, My doom should here be written: 
Bound hand and foot in hell. The fetters and the scourging, 
The floods around you surging, ‘Tis I who have deserved them well. 
 
 

MESSAGE | Why Have You Forsaken Me?          Psalm 22:1-21 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from 
saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 2O my God, I cry out 
by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent. 3Yet you are 
enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. 4In you our 
fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. 5They cried 
to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed. 
6But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the 
people. 7All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
8“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, 
since he delights in him.” 9Yet you brought me out of the womb; you 
made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast. 10From birth I was 
cast upon you; from my mother’s womb you have been my God. 11Do not 
be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 12Many 
bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 13Roaring lions 
tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. 14I am poured out 
like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; 
it has melted away within me. 15My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
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and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of 
death. 16Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, 
they have pierced my hands and my feet. 17I can count all my bones; 
people stare and gloat over me. 18They divide my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing. 19But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my 
Strength, come quickly to help me. 20Deliver my life from the sword, my 
precious life from the power of the dogs. 21Rescue me from the mouth of 
the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 
 
 

RESPONSE  HYMN                      Upon the Cross Extended | 113 
 

Your cords of love, my Savior, Bind me to you forever; 
I am no longer mine. To you I gladly tender 

All that my life can render And all I have to you resign. 
 
 

OFFERING | We respond to God's Grace | online giving available at rglc.org 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER | please stand 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS FIVE AND SIX  
After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill 
the Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine was sitting 
there. Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge, and soaked it with 
sour wine. Then he put it on a stick and gave him a drink. 
 

 Fifth candle is extinguished 
 
When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!”  

  
 Sixth candle is extinguished 
 
 

HYMN     When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | 125 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God. 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small, 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
 
THE SEVENTH WORD  
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit!” When he had said this, he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 
 

 Seventh candle is removed 
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HYMN         Oh, Darkest Woe | 137 
 

Oh, darkest woe! O tears, forth flow! Has earth so sad a wonder? 
God the Father’s only Son Now is buried yonder. 
 

Oh, sorrow dread! God’s Son is dead! But by his expiation 
Of our guilt upon the cross Gained for us salvation. 
 

Lo, stained with blood, The Lamb of God, The Bridegroom, lies before you, 
Pouring out his life that he May to life restore you. 
 

How blest shall be Eternally Who oft in faith will ponder 
Why the glorious Prince of life Should be buried yonder. 
 

O Jesus blest, My Help and Rest, With tears I now entreat you: 
Make me love you to the last Till in heav’n I greet you. 
 
 
PASSION HISTORY 
Since it was the Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the bodies left 
on the crosses over the Sabbath (because that Sabbath was a 
particularly important day). They asked Pilate to have the men’s legs 
broken and the bodies taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the 
legs of the first man who was crucified with Jesus, and then those of the 
other man. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his 
side with a spear. Immediately blood and water came out. The one who 
saw it has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows that he is telling 
the truth, so that you also may believe. Indeed, these things happened so 
that the Scripture would be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones will be 
broken.” Again another Scripture says, “They will look at the one they 
pierced.” 
 
 Silence for meditation 
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When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathaea, named 
Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews. 
Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent member of the council, was a good 
and righteous man. He had not agreed with their plan and action. He 
was looking forward to the kingdom of God. He boldly went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. 
 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, came, and took Jesus’ body away. 
Nicodemus, who earlier had come to Jesus at night, also came bringing a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-two pounds. They took Jesus’ 
body and bound it with linen strips along with the spices, in accord with 
Jewish burial customs. 
 
There was a garden at the place where Jesus was crucified. And in the 
garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. So they laid 
Jesus there, because it was the Jewish Preparation Day, and the tomb 
was near. Joseph took the body and laid it in his own new tomb that he 
had cut in the rock. He rolled a large stone over the tomb’s entrance and 
left. 
 
 
 Seventh Candle is returned 
 
 
 Service ends in silence 
 


