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Joint Ascension Service 
5/21/2020 

Theme:  Be a Witness for Christ 
 
Service Introduction (Pastor Paul Marggraf – Mt. Olive, Delano) 
 
Opening Hymn: 170 – Draw Us To Thee 
 

1. Draw us to thee, For then shall we 
Walk in thy steps forever 
And hasten on Where thou art gone 
To be with thee, dear Savior. 

 
2. Draw us to thee, Lord, lovingly; 

Let us depart with gladness 
That  we may be Forever free 
From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 

 
3. Draw us to thee; Oh, grant that we 

May walk the road to heaven! 
Direct our way Lest we should stray 
And from thy paths be driven. 

 
4. Draw us to thee That also we 

Thy heav'nly bliss inherit 
And ever dwell Where sin and hell 
No more can vex our spirit. 

 
5. Draw us to thee Unceasingly; 

Into thy kingdom take us. 
Let us fore'er Thy glory share; 
Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 

 
Call to Worship  

 
(Pastor Chris Oehlke – Immanuel, Buffalo) 
M:  We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
M:  Praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who minister in the house of the Lord.  Lift up your 
hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord.     Psalm 134:1-2 
C:  Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being praise his holy name.  Praise the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits.      Psalm 103:1-2 
 
M:  Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done.  Sing to 
him, sing praise to him, tell of all his wonderful acts.   Psalm 105:1-2  
C:  I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 
through all generations.  I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your 
faithfulness in heaven itself.     Psalm 89:1-2 
   
M:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us. 
C:  God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him. Psalm 67:1, 7 



2 
 

 
Prayer:  
M: Lord Jesus, King over heaven and earth, we gather to give you praise as you ascend into heaven. 
Having accomplished your work of salvation, we adore you.  Bless us who gather in your name and fill us 
with the assurance that you will return someday soon to take us to be with you in the eternal home that 
you have prepared for us.  In your name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

M:  Burdened with guilt and overwhelmed with sorrow because of our many sins, let us humbly fall 
before God’s throne of grace, and plead for his mercy. 
C: Merciful Father, we confess to you that we are sinful creatures.  We have disobeyed your laws, 
ignored your precepts and pushed aside your commands.  We have failed to be faithful witnesses 
and missed the opportunities to proclaim your truth to others.  Forgive us for our many sins.  Have 
mercy on us.  Cleanse us with the blood of Jesus, our Ascended Lord.    
 
M:  Dear repentant child, Jesus Christ lived a perfect life, died a sacrificial death, rose victorious from the 
grave and now has ascended into heaven where he reigns over every living thing.  Through this atoning 
work you have been freed from sin, death and the devil.  You have the hope of eternal life and you can be 
assured that Jesus Christ will return to take you to join him in glory.  Rejoice in this good news!  Sing his 
praises now and forevermore.  Shout aloud for Jesus Christ has forgiven your sins for his name’s sake. 
 
Hymn of Praise: 169 – Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 

1. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood." 

 
2. Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay; 

Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth's Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 
3. Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him When the forty days were o'er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise: "I am with you evermore"? 

 
 

The Word 
 

First Lesson: II Kings 5:1-15b - Be a witness at work (Pastor Darren Green - St. Peter, Monticello) 
 
      1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his 
master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant 
soldier, but he had leprosy. 2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from 
Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet 
who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”  
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4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 “By all means, go,” the 
king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten 
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he took to the king 
of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his 
leprosy.” 7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill 
and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he 
is trying to pick a quarrel with me!”  

8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this 
message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a 
prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s 
house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your 
flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”  

11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand 
and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are 
not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in 
them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage.  

13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great 
thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 14 

So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his 
flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.  

15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, 
“Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. 
 
Response: Hymn 566 (Vs. 1) – We All Are One in Mission 
 

1. We all are one in mission; We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 
A single great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ's love. 

 
Second Lesson: Luke 8:26-39 - Be a witness to your neighbors (Pastor Tim Bode - Abiding Savior, Elk 
River) 
 

26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27 When Jesus 
stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not 
worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at 
his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 
beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many 
times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken 
his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.  

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into 
him. 31 And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.  

32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into 
them, and he gave them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, 
and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  

34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and 
countryside, 35 and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found 
the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and 
they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 
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37 Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were 
overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.  

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, 
saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all 
over town how much Jesus had done for him. 
 
Response: Hymn 566 (Vs. 2) – We All Are One in Mission 
 

2. We all are called to service, To witness in God's name. 
Our ministries are diff'rent; Our purpose is the same: 
To touch the lives of others With God's surprising grace, 
So ev'ry folk and nation May feel God's warm embrace. 

 
Third Lesson: Acts 8:26-39 - Always be ready to witness (Pastor Paul Kuehn – Salem, Greenfield) 
 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important 
official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem 
to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The 
Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:  

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth.  

33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.  
Who can speak of his descendants?  
For his life was taken from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 
else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. 
Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch 
went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
 
Response: Hymn 566 (Vs. 3) – We All Are One in Mission 
 

3. Now let us be united, And let our song be heard; 
Now let us be a vessel For God's redeeming Word. 
We all are one in mission; We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 
Fourth Lesson: Luke 24:44-53 - The Church is called to carry on Christ’s witness work (Pastor Josh 
Mayer – Redeeming Grace, Rogers) 
 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that 
is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what 
is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness 
of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 

Text: c 1986 by Hope Publishing 
Co., Carol Stream IL 60188. 
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things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”  

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
 
Hymn of the Day:  558 – Christ High-Ascended 
 

1. Christ high-ascended, now in glory seated, 
Throned and exalted, victory completed, 
Death's dread dominion finally defeated 
We are his witnesses. 

 
2. Christ, from the Father ev'ry pow'r possessing, 

Who on his chosen lifted hands in blessing, 
Sends forth his servants, still in faith confessing 
We are his witnesses. 

 
3. Christ, who in dying won for us salvation, 

Lives now the firstborn of the new creation; 
To win disciples out of ev'ry nation, 
We are his witnesses. 

 
4. Christ in his splendor, all dominion gaining, 

Christ with his people evermore remaining, 
Christ to all ages, gloriously reigning 
We are his witnesses. 

 
5. As at his parting, joy shall banish grieving, 

Faith in his presence strengthen our believing; 
Filled with his Spirit, love and pow'r receiving,  
We are his witnesses. 

 
A Message from God’s Word (Pastor Paul Schuler – Salem, Greenfield) 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. (1 Peter 3:15) 

Set Apart Christ as Lord 
 

Hymn Response: 173 – On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 
 

1. On Christ's ascension I now build The hope of my ascension. 
This hope alone has always stilled All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the head is, there as well I know his members are to dwell 
When Christ shall come and call them. 

 
2. Since Christ returned to claim his throne, Great gifts for me obtaining, 

My heart shall rest in him alone, No other rest remaining, 
For where my treasure went before, There all my thoughts shall ever soar 
To still their deepest yearning.  

Text: c 1984 by Hope Publishing 
Co., Carol Stream IL 60188. 
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3. Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Recalling your ascension, 

That I may serve you faithfully, Adorning your redemption; 
And then, when all my days will cease, Let me depart in joy and peace 
In answer to my pleading. 

 
Prayer and Blessing 

 
Responsive Prayer of the Church (Pastor James Grabitske – Trinity & St. Paul, Montrose) 
 
M: Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power, and glory and now 

reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords. 

C: We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. 

M: O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of God’s love for all 
the world. 

C: Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts. 

M: O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children and heirs. Defend us 
against Satan’s every accusation. Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our everyday lives. 

C: Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf. 

M: O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve the best interest of 
your Church. 

C: You are our Lord, Master, and King. 

 Special Prayers 

M: As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to look for your 
coming again in glory. 

C: Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer (Pastor Mike Barlow – Cross, Rockford) 
 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

Text: c 1941 Concordia 
Publishing House. 
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Closing Hymn: 562 – I Love to Tell the Story 
 

1. I love to tell the story Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and his glory, Of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story Because I know it's true; 
It satisfies my longings As nothing else can do. 
I love to tell the story; 'Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and his love. 

 
2. I love to tell the story, For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest. 
And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 
'Twill be the old, old story That I have loved so long. 
I love to tell the story; 'Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and his love. 

 
 
 
All Scripture Lessons taken from: The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan. 
 


