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What is the Christian’s Duty? 

October 2, 2016 | 20
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Luke 17:1-10 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to 

anyone through whom they come. 
2 

It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a 

millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. 
3 

So watch 

yourselves. “If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 
4 

Even 

if he sins against you seven times in a day and seven times comes back to you saying ‘I repent,’ 

you must forgive him.” 
5 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
6 
He replied, “If 

you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 
7 

“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking 

after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and 

sit down to eat’? 
8 

Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me 

while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 
9 

Will he thank the servant because he 

did what he was told to do? 
10 

So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, 

should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” 

 

One of the most impactful scenes in science fiction cinematic history is forever burned into my 

memory: a little green man lifting an entire X-Wing fighter out of a swamp and placing it on dry 

ground. All to the tune of “size matters not.” We judge things by their size a lot, don’t we? 

Whether it is the newest model of I-phone, houses, cars, etc… But do we ever judge ourselves by 

the size of our faith? Especially when we compare ourselves to others?  How do I measure up? 

There so many people who seem to be contributing to God’s kingdom, how do I compare to 

these? I’m not an amazing speaker, or writer, I haven’t been on mission trips over seas. This 

morning, Jesus says some stunning words to his disciples; “if you have faith as small as a 

mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will 

obey you.” Today, Jesus shows us exactly what a mustard seed sized faith can do by simply 

answering what is the Christian’s duty.  

 

Jesus loved using pictures that turned people’s logic inside out. He says a full grown man can be 

born again, a camel can go through the eye of a needle, and a faith the size of a mustard seed can 

work wonders. And it would seem like Jesus is talking about the power of faith to work the 

miraculous. But Jesus did not say these words to encourage His disciples to work miracles, at 

least not the miracles we’re thinking of. How often are these words in the back of our mind when 

we pray for something… maybe ask God to heal someone in our life, and when we see no trees 

uprooted, we conclude, “well, my faith must not even be mustard seed sized!” But instead of 

doubting whether or not our faith has the capacity to work the miraculous, Jesus wants us to see 

the miraculous in the mundane: in simply doing our duty. So what is the Christian’s duty? Well 

there are three duties Jesus shows His disciples: removing stumbling blocks, forgiving sins, and 

serving others.  

 

I. Remove the Stumbling Blocks 

There are several different places the Bible teaches about “stumbling blocks” or “causing 

someone to sin.” The Greek word is scandalon and it means more than just tripping someone 

else up, it means a trip and fall that ultimately results in death. This means something in either 
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our life or teaching that causes someone to fall away from Jesus. Jesus promises two things about 

these “stumbling blocks.”  

 

The first is that they will come, so “watch yourselves,” He says. As we go about our lives as 

Christians this is an encouragement to be constantly aware of how other people perceive our 

actions. “Everything is permissible for me,” Paul says, “but not everything is beneficial… No 

one should seek his own good, but the good of others” (1 Cor. 10:23, 24). Jesus has set us free, 

but we do not have the right to exercise Christian liberty in a way that could damage another’s 

faith.  

 

However, when Jesus says, “watch yourselves” this also means watch your teaching. Be on 

guard against false teachers, wolves in sheep’s clothing, and men who “cause divisions and 

offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you have learned” (Rom. 16:17). This means to know 

your Scripture well enough to your pastor and those in spiritual authority in check.  

 

The Second thing Jesus promises is that He pronounces a “Woe” or a curse on those who cause 

people to stumble and fall in their walk of faith. “It would be better for them to be thrown into 

the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to sin.” This 

is the first time in the Gospel of Luke that Jesus uses that dreadful warning on His disciples. The 

point is very clear: as Christians we live to bring other people to Jesus. May we never be the 

cause of another person’s falling away!  

 

II. Forgive sins 

Removing stumbling blocks is connected closely to the Christian’s second duty: that is to forgive 

sins. In Mark 11:23, Jesus shows us a faith that works miracles when He says, “if anyone says to 

this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in their heart but believes that 

what they say will happen, it will be done for them.” However, Jesus connects this “mountain 

moving faith” directly to asking God to forgive sins.  

 

Forgiveness is the true miracle, and only faith can see that. In Luke 5:23, Jesus after shocking a 

crowd by telling a paralyzed man his sins were forgiven asks, “Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins 

are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'?” The implied answer is that only God can do both. 

Only God has the power to remove the mountain of crushing sin off of our shoulders. Micah 7:19 

speaks of God’s forgiveness, “You will again have compassion on us and… hurl all our 

iniquities into the depths of the sea.” Sin was an unmovable mountain to anyone but God. And 

when we were crushed under the mountainous weight of our sin; the crushing curse for all the 

times we have been the cause of someone else’s stumbling, God sent His own Son, Jesus to 

conquer that mountain. Jesus lived a life of perfect love for us, and He died for us. His death, that 

mountain of sin—our sin—has been removed forever and cast into the depths of the sea. You are 

forgiven. 

 

Our faith might not move a literal mountain, but whenever we tell someone they are forgiven, we 

have done something more spectacular: their sin has been lifted up on Jesus and cast into the sea 

forever. Christians work this miracle every day: in home telling your spouse you forgive them 

for making the same mistake. Forgiving your children, and children forgiving your parents and 

siblings. 
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III. Serve others 

For many of us, we might have the opportunity to remove “stumbling blocks” once or twice in 

our lives. We may even forgive sins up to seven times a day. But the Christian works the 

miraculous every moment of every day when they live out their ordinary lives to God’s glory and 

for the service of others. This means everything from changing diapers to playing Friday night 

football!  

 

Jesus describes the life of a Christian here in these verses, but how does He describe it? He 

doesn’t describe Christians as out performing faith healings or preaching on street corners. No! 

Instead he simple describes a farmer working his field, a shepherd watching his sheep, and a 

waiter waiting on tables! Jesus elevates the simple and mundane as the highest form of spiritual 

duty.  

 

What are the mundane things you find yourself in day after day? Is it hauling kids all over, from 

school to day care to practice? Is it the daily monotonous commute to work? Sitting behind a 

desk all day… God delights in each of these things no matter how trivial they might seem. He 

uses each one of our daily activities to “give us this day our daily bread.” God miraculously 

provides for the needs of the entire world through ordinary people living out their calling or 

vocation. But God delights in your work in a special way because He is even more invested in 

you. You are each God’s precious blood-bought children. Nothing you do is trivial to Him!   

 

“Size matters not.” It does not take great faith to see the miraculous in a tree moving Yoda-style 

into the ocean. What does require great faith is seeing the miraculous in the simple, mundane, 

and ordinary. A Christian lovingly removing stumbling blocks, a spouse saying “your sins are 

forgiven,” a Christian simply doing their duty. That day, long ago, the disciples asked Jesus, 

“Increase our faith.” And Jesus does this for us too—faith is never about size, but instead what it 

holds onto. Faith simply holds onto God’s power: God’s power to save; God’s power to work the 

miraculous. Amen.   

 


