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Kept Safe for You 
April 23, 2017 | Second Sunday of Easter  
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into 
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 
5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the 
proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though 
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
The best coaches aren’t just the ones who know how to win, its the coaches who also know 
how to lose. I will never forget how much I respected my old grade school basketball coach, 
because no matter how bad the score board looked, he always knew how to keep us playing 
our best all the way to the end. This morning, we are gathering in for the huddle after 
feeling beaten. Each one of us has lost battles this week, missed shots, and each one of us 
has doubts about our own performance—am I good enough? Strong enough? Peter brushes 
all those concerns aside; he comforts us despite our worries that the prize, our inheritance 
has already been won by Jesus, it is kept safe in heaven for you. 
 
I. What if I’ve failed?  
Any kind of test carries with it enormous pressure—we pressure ourselves or our kids to 
succeed, to surpass their own expectation for themselves. But what if we fail? Can’t failure 
or the fear of failure just be a paralyzing force? Peter was no stranger to failure. He had 
personally failed Jesus during Jesus trial. A few people accused him of being a disciple of 
Jesus and what happened? He exclaimed, “I never knew the man!” He even shouted out 
curses on himself if he was lying—which of course he was. At the back of Peter’s mind was 
probably Jesus’ words, “whoever disowns me before men, I will disown before My Father in 
Heaven” (Matt. 10:33). Peter, now an older and wiser man is writing a letter to Christians 
who had also failed their Lord. Some of them had fallen away for a short time—had 
completely shipwrecked their faith, and were now back in the fold. All of them wondering 
to themselves—“I’ve failed. How can God ever accept me back?”  
 
We’ve each been there before too. We know what failure feels like. Not just in test, and on 
the field, but in life. Nothing feels worse than to have that hanging over our heads: to have 
failed our spouse, or to have failed our kids—to see that look of disappointment in their 
eyes. And as awful as that can be and feel like, how much more terrifying is it to have failed 
God. We fail him when we give into that temptation that rides us around every day. Maybe 
we have failed by having completely turned our back on God—left Him for a time to go 
pursue a different road. Whether its with God, our family, or even in school failure always 
leaves us feeling like we have destroyed our chances.  
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How does Peter comfort us today? He describes the inheritance that Jesus won for us; it is 
imperishable, it cannot be destroyed or diminished in anyway by our failures. Our 
guarantee of that is Jesus’ success. He died for our sins, and with His resurrection He has in 
the most wonderful way taken our salvation, our inheritance entirely out of our hands and 
placed it in His own. This is a comfort for us, because where we mess up, Jesus does not. In 
every way He has succeeded in paying for our mistakes and crediting us with His own 
success. The best coaches know how to even take a failure and turn it into a teaching 
moment. They ask, what did we learn from this? How can we take this failure and turn it 
into a success? Though we should never strive to fail, God turns failure to success when we 
turn to Him, trust in Him for forgiveness, and use His word to improve our game plan for 
next time.  
 
II. What if I’m not good enough? 
The second question we face when facing a challenge is, what if I’m not good enough? This 
is feeling we get when we look at everyone else and think we don’t have a fighting chance, 
so why bother to begin with? The Christians Peter was addressing this letter to had not 
grown up Christian; instead many had lived their entire lives worshiping the gods and 
goddesses of ancient Greece. In fact, the whole region of modern day Turkey had world-
wide renown for its two goddesses: Artemis and Dianna. Both were worshiped through 
temple prostitution. Members of these churches had formerly either “worshiped” at these 
temples or had been “workers” at these temples.  
 
Usually, we think of sin as actions. Something I did or didn’t do. But sin can also leave 
marks—marks that would have left those Christians feeling like they couldn’t get clean, 
they couldn’t get rid of the memories both of the things they had done, or the things that 
had been done to them. What makes matters worse is falling prey to the Devil’s “mud 
slinging campaign” where he tries to use guilt and shame defeat you even before the game 
has started. It’s remarkable how he can even mimic our own voice inside our heads: “You 
don’t deserve this, look at you!”  
 
But if sin leaves marks, so does forgiveness. And Peter speaks to Christians who have felt 
this way for all of time: your inheritance is unspoiled. Undefiled, pure, holy and perfect 
without blemish or defect. And that’s exactly what you are. You have been given a “new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” Peter is 
talking about the new birth God has given you through your baptism. Paul tells us that our 
Baptism means that we have been “buried with Christ… in order that just as Christ was 
raised to the glory of the Father, you too may live a new life” (Rom. 6:4). Sometimes we 
need that reminder every day: the old me is gone, sealed in the tomb with Jesus, and now I 
am a new creature who has been washed by Jesus’ forgiveness to be presented to Him as a 
“radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless” 
(Eph. 5:27). What’s more, is that you are now shielded through faith from the devil’s mud 
slinging; let him hurl at will, because the Risen Savior is our shield. The devil’s marks of 
shame fall short at His pierced feet.   
 
III. What if there isn’t a test?  
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The final question we might face is what if there isn’t a test? What if I’m just sitting on the 
bench? There is no question about it, Peter was writing and comforting Christians who 
were facing trials for their faith; ridicule, legal persecution, and even physical persecution. 
But where there also Christians who felt a little guilty because they weren’t suffering like 
others? Standing side by side with Christian’s whose faith was shining brightly through 
their tests, compared to theirs, ours might seem a dim glow.  
 
Is there something wrong with me? Why am I not on fire for the Lord right now? Do I feel 
guilty because everything seems too easy… Peter assures us of two things: the first is that 
everyone of us is precious to God—more precious than gold—but also that God tests all of 
us to strengthen our faith in Him; that even though gold might melt in the fire, it comes out 
better, stronger, more pure than ever. But fire isn’t the only way to test metal. Cold can also 
help harden and strengthen metal. Viking metal workers discovered in the 900’s AD that by 
taking a red hot sword and plunging it in ice-cold water it resulted in cold-hardened steal. 
The cold temperature chemically altered the crystalline structure of the metal resulting in a 
better, stronger blade.  
 
There will always be times in life when we feel like we are not on fire for the Lord, but its 
exactly at those times were we are being tested. We are being tested with cold. God uses 
the dimmer, colder times in our life to strengthen our faith… because then rather than 
focusing on how brightly I shine for Jesus, we focus on how intensely the Lord’s love burns 
for us. Peter’s words tie us to a slow, steady, even “colder” lover for Jesus, “Though you 
have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in 
Him.”  
 
Faith expresses itself not only in times of hardship and pain, but in the mundane. Going to 
work every day, being faithful at home, saying a prayer in your car on the way home. 
Cheering for the kids at the game. Cleaning the house—we might not always feel an 
inexpressible joy about being saved, about belonging to God, but the inexpressible joy we 
have is knowing that regardless of my feelings on a particular day, regardless of whether I 
am sitting on the bench, or playing in the game, “you have already received the goal of my 
faith, the salvation of your souls.” Amen.  
 


