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Acts	16:25-34	
25	 About	 midnight	 Paul	 and	 Silas	 were	 praying	 and	 singing	 hymns	 to	 God,	 and	 the	 other	
prisoners	were	 listening	 to	 them.	26	Suddenly	 there	was	 such	a	violent	earthquake	 that	 the	
foundations	of	the	prison	were	shaken.	At	once	all	the	prison	doors	Blew	open,	and	everybody’s	
chains	came	loose.	27	The	jailer	woke	up,	and	when	he	saw	the	prison	doors	open,	he	drew	his	
sword	and	was	 about	 to	 kill	 himself	 because	 he	 thought	 the	 prisoners	 had	 escaped.	 28	But	
Paul	shouted,	“Don’t	harm	yourself!	We	are	all	here!”	29	The	jailer	called	for	lights,	rushed	in	
and	fell	trembling	before	Paul	and	Silas.	30	He	then	brought	them	out	and	asked,	“Sirs,	what	
must	I	do	to	be	saved?”	31	They	replied,	“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved—you	
and	your	household.”	32	Then	they	spoke	the	word	of	the	Lord	to	him	and	to	all	the	others	in	
his	house.	33	At	 that	hour	of	 the	night	 the	 jailer	 took	 them	and	washed	 their	wounds;	 then	
immediately	he	and	all	his	 family	were	baptized.	34	The	 jailer	brought	 them	 into	his	house	
and	set	a	meal	before	them;	he	was	Billed	with	joy	because	he	had	come	to	believe	in	God—	he	
and	his	whole	family.	

Sometimes,	its	nice	to	escape	and	get	somewhere	warm:	Florida,	the	Caribean,	the	Bahamas
—someplace	where	you	can	soak	up	the	warm	sun,	jump	in	water	without	having	to	cut	a	
hole	in	the	ice	Nirst.	One	boy	in	particular	was	excited	to	jump	into	that	warm,	crystal	clear	
water	 in	 the	Bahama’s,	 but	 little	 did	 he	 know	while	 he	was	 splashing	 and	playing	 in	 the	
water	there	were	four	large	sharks	in	the	shallow	bay	swimming	toward	him!	What	would	
have	happened	had	Artem	Tkachenko	not	have	also	been	on	that	beach?	He	was	Nlying	his	
drone	over	 the	water	 to	 capture	pictures	 of	 the	 tropical	 paradise,	 and	with	his	 birds	 eye	
vantage,	he	was	the	only	one	able	to	see	the	danger.	The	video	on	YouTube	shows	the	four	
sharks	closing	in	on	the	boy	who	was	rescued	at	the	last	second	when	Artem	yelled	at	him,	
“GET	OUT	OF	THE	WATER!	RUN!”	Today	the	Holy	Spirit	takes	us	to	another	rescue,	where	
God’s	sudden	intervention	not	only	saved	one	life,	but	an	entire	family.	Today	we	see	that	
God	opens	all	doors:	The	doors	of	satan’s	prison,	the	doors	of	eternal	life,	and	the	doors	of	
opportunity.		

I.	God	opens	the	doors	of	Satan’s	prison	
I	 grew	 up	 loving	 prison	 escape	 movies.	 Movies	 like	 The	 Great	 Escape	 starring	 Steve	
McQueen…	 There	was	 always	 some	 cleverly	 devised	 plan	 to	 escape,	 and	 throughout	 the	
movie	 you’d	 watch	 this	 brilliant	 plan	 unfold.	 God	 at	 times,	 had	 worked	 his	 own	 “great	
escapes.”	At	least	one	other	time	in	the	early	church,	God	had	sent	an	angel	to	break	Peter	
out	 of	 jail	 (Acts	 12).	 This	 prison	 break	 is	 even	 more	 unique:	 here	 in	 city	 of	 Philippi	 in	
northern	Greece,	God	sends	an	earthquake	which	opens	every	door	in	the	jail,	loosens	every	
chain…	 yet	 not	 one	 inmate	 escapes!	 We	 might	 think	 that’s	 anti-climactic,	 however,	 God	
worked	another	mighty	deliverance	that	night,	not	from	a	Roman	jail-house,	but	from	the	
kingdom	of	Satan.		

Now,	we’re	not	given	the	name	of	the	jailor,	but	this	sudden	violent	earthquake	woke	him	
up.	And	he	immediately	went	from	his	room	in	the	house	(which	was	probably	connected	to	
the	jail)	to	check	on	the	prison.	Immediately,	he	saw	that	all	the	heavy	wooden	doors	were	
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open,	 so	 assuming	 the	 prisoners	 had	 escaped,	 he	 drew	his	 short	 sword	 and	 prepared	 to	
take	his	own	life.	But	why	take	your	life	over	a	few	escaped	prisoners?	This	jailor	was	under	
Roman	 law:	 if	 a	 soldier	 is	 given	 charge	 over	 a	 prisoner	 and	 that	 prisoner	 escaped,	 the	
penalty	was	death.	So	we	could	almost	understand	that	this	man	would	want	to	meet	death	
on	his	own	terms.	But	what	is	the	most	telling	about	where	this	jailer’s	heart	was	is	the	fact	
that	 he	 didn’t	 bother	 to	 check	 the	 jail	 Nirst!	 He	 had	 immediately	 jumped	 the	 worst	
conclusion,	 and	 immediately	 resolved	 that	 taking	his	 life	was	 the	only	way	 to	 escape	 the	
shame	of	failure.	

Isn’t	this	how	the	Devil	works?	He	sows	these	terrible	seeds	of	despair	in	the	heart.	He	will	
parade	 failure	 after	 failure	 before	 us	 until	 the	 mind	 is	 so	 blinded	 by	 hopelessness	 and	
despair	we	would	rush	toward	death	itself	to	silence	that	terrible	voice.	He	convinces	poor	
souls	that	“dark	void”	of	death	is	the	only	escape.	And	so	by	trying	to	escape,	people	would	
rush	into	the	devil’s	most	tragic	trap	of	all.	What	failures,	does	the	devil	throw	in	our	face?	
How	does	he	sow	the	seeds	of	despair	in	our	life?	He	may	use	our	mistakes	as	a	parent,	our	
powerlessness	to	overcome	an	addiction,	our	powerlessness	to	 Night	off	a	temptation,	our	
failures	 at	 work	 when	 we	 don’t	 live	 up	 to	 our	 own	 impossible	 expectations,	 even	 our	
failures	 to	prevent	or	 foresee	 the	 suicide	of	 someone	 in	our	own	 life.	The	 conclusion	 the	
Devil	would	have	us	draw	is	always	the	same:	you	must	punish	yourself,	you	must	pay	for	
this	yourself,	you	must	Nix	this	yourself.”		

II.	God	opens	the	doors	of	eternal	life	
So	there	he	stood	with	sword	drawn	on	the	brink	of	eternity.	He	knew	he	needed	to	escape,	
but	he	was	running	the	wrong	way…	Suddenly,	Paul	speaks	up,	“Stop!	Don’t	hurt	yourself—
we’re	all	here!”	We	are	all	here.	That	one	simple	truth	exposed	all	the	lies	that	he	had	been	a	
prisoner	of…	and	hearing	that	one	simple	truth,	there	was	a	sudden	desperate	craving	in	his	
heart	for	the	great	truth:	“What	must	I	do	to	be	saved?”	Notice	that	Paul	and	Silas	don’t	add	
more	requirements	to	this	poor	soul;	they	don’t	tell	him,	“Well,	Nirst	you	need	to	pray	Jesus	
into	your	heart,	 then	you	need	 to	 commit	 yourself	 totally	 to	Christ,	 and	you	better	make	
sure	you’re	sincere	otherwise	you’re	not	truly	‘born	again’—THEN	you	will	be	saved.”	That	
would	 just	 give	 the	 devil	 another	 foothold,	 another	 opportunity	 to	 parade	 failure	 in	 this	
man’s	face.		

No,	the	truth	is	so	beautifully	simple,	“Just	believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	and	you	will	be	
saved!”	The	 answer	 is	 so	 simple—they	 essentially	 say,	 “Nothing.	 You	need	 to	do	nothing,	
because	Jesus	has	done	it	all!”	When	all	we	see	are	our	own	failures,	the	Holy	Spirit	points	
us	 to	 Jesus’	 success	 as	 our	 Savior.	 When	 we	 want	 to	 punish	 ourselves	 to	 pay	 for	 our	
mistakes,	Jesus	was	punished	for	us.	Jesus	takes	the	beating,	Nlogging,	cruciNixion,	and	hell	
we	deserved.	The	truth	is	we	are	already	saved—everything	has	been	done,	there	is	nothing	
left	for	us	to	do—just	believe	it.	Just	believe	that	He	did	this	for	you,	and	you	have	the	gift	of	
salvation:	the	doors	of	heaven	are	opened	to	you.		

But	if	we	truly	do	nothing	to	be	saved,	all	we	need	to	do	is	believe,	then	why	was	the	jailor	
and	 his	 entire	 household	 baptized	 that	 night?	 Isn’t	 that	 doing	 something	more	 than	 just	
believing?	 No.	 We	 baptize	 not	 because	 we’re	 “doing	 something”	 for	 God,	 but	 because	
through	 it	God	promises	 to	do	 something	 for	us.	 Peter	 says	 in	Acts	2:38,	 “Repent	 and	be	
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baptized	everyone	of	you,	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	for	the	forgiveness	of	your	sins.”	We	
believe	 that	 Jesus	 washes	 our	 sins	 away	 through	 baptism.	 In	 Mark	 16:16,	 Jesus	 says,	
“Whoever	believes	and	 is	baptized	shall	be	saved,”	so	we	believe	 that	Baptism	truly	gives	
salvation.	We’re	even	told	that	baptism	is	for	all	people	everywhere	regardless	of	race,	age,	
or	 gender	 when	 Jesus	 says	 in	 Matthew	 28:19,	 “Go	 and	 make	 disciples	 of	 all	 nations	
baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	and	of	the	Son,	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”		

III.	God	opens	the	doors	of	opportunity		
So,	 when	 we	 look	 at	 this	 amazing	 story,	 the	 this	 jailor,	 his	 family,	 and	 everyone	 in	 his	
household	 (including	 slaves	 and	 their	 families)	 are	 brought	 to	 faith,	 believe,	 and	 are	
baptized;	who	gets	the	credit?	God.	Paul	did	nothing	but	react	to	the	situations	God	had	put	
him	in:	he	and	Silas	were	stripped,	beaten,	Nlogged,	and	throne	in	a	dungeon…	how	did	they	
react?	They	sung	hymns!	And	God	used	those	hymns	and	prayers	to	break	the	real	chains	of	
unbelief.	When	 God	 sent	 the	 earthquake	 to	 rock	 open	 the	 cell	 doors,	 they	 didn’t	 see	 an	
opportunity	 to	 escape	 but	 to	 save	 the	 life	 of	 the	 jailor.	 Even	when	 the	 jailor	 asks,	 “What	
must	I	do	to	be	saved?”	They	didn’t	just	answer	for	him,	but	they	told	his	entire	household	
who	was	 there	with	 him	 “Believe	 in	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 and	 you	will	 be	 saved,	 you	 and	 your	
household.”		

When	we	take	a	step	back	and	 look	at	 the	conversion	of	all	 these	people,	 this	message	 is	
Nilled	with	wonderful	comfort	for	the	Christian	in	the	world.	We	might	look	at	this	and	tell	
ourselves,	“I	am	no	Paul,	 I	am	not	a	great	missionary…”	But	 in	the	end,	what	did	Paul	do?	
Nothing.	God	places	us	exactly	where	we	need	to	be	to	react	with	a	witness	to	the	people	in	
our	 lives;	whether	 they	are	 family,	 friends,	or	 co-workers	we	simply	 share	 the	wonderful	
comfort	we	have	and	God	does	the	rest	through	His	powerful	Word.	From	beginning	to	end,	
God	works	the	miracles:	he	shook	the	foundations	of	the	prison,	opened	people	heart	to	the	
gospel,	and	opened	the	doors	of	opportunity	for	us	to	walk	through.		

As	 Christians	 we	 have	 a	 different	 perspective—much	 like	 Artem	 Tkachenko’s	 bird’s	 eye	
view	of	that	dangerous	water,	we	see	the	real	danger	and	threat	that	Satan’s	lies	pose	the	
people	in	our	life.	What’s	more	important,	we	know	the	wonderful	rescue	God	has	worked	
in	 our	 own	 lives.	How	 can	we	not	 but	 react	 and	 shout	 out:	Run	 to	 Jesus	 and	you	will	 be	
saved!	Amen.	
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